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october 31, 1963

Memorandum for Governor Harriman

Subject: Personal Comments on Federico Sensi, Segni's Emissary

Federico Sensi, Segni’s man of
for h

eonfidence, has arrived here Lo
is chief's visit in Ja
[

-

awary.. I have set forth

balow @y own personal opinion of Sensi and gy guess as to what he
will do.
Sensi is from the south. Te 1 probably somewhere around 45, z2nd
nas gerved 3s a diplomat in 1::11.3 country. His Inglish is exeellent.
Je is gn adviser to Segni and 8}{?&?‘"«1“‘.&‘: very close to the laiter.
,‘ 2 ls zuave, tlever and sobtiv Posgibly no other aingle Ii=lisn has
nad as much direct lnfluencs on Rome Imbassy personnel's thinking

sver & comparable per isé of time. In sowme important cages he was
the main gourcs of ' mfemuiem » sueh of which wvag very misleading.
On some occasions he has made himself really useful by smoothing
gver difficuliles which have arisen beitween It8lisns aand the Tmbassy.
h.isﬂgite his elear gnd genersily sceepbed ldentificatlion with the centers
right, he also iz reported Lo meintain ties with some left of center
elements, possibly to protect ailmself politically in case Segni's
. . fortunes decliine. Ab all events many peopls regsrd him ms g skillfnl
R gpﬁmMﬁm that view, although I have-the lmpression that his
: s tends Lo We falirly superficiasl. I have only ckamtded with him
two or thres times buk I hove sesn him in sction and I xnow now efiec-
tive e vas inindoctrirmiting the Uabtassy with Segni’a vigws, In
ey IaT political life, of course, he counte for very little.
:~zt as Segaill he cubs & wide swath in Roman dinlomtic cir‘clw
- I belisve 2ig irfluence on gur pollcy and thinking in the past has
been unfortunste. So far as I con zee he is only a liability in the
G flght sgeinst the Italisn Coamunist Party, but he plays an-imporitant
' role in Segni's efforts te block the center-left.
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I would guess Sensi has several objectives in mind during this
vigit. Certainly he will try %o influsnce key Americans regarding
Itelian affeirs. He most sasuredly will sound out officisl and
anafficiasl thinking, and try to ascertain what tsctics would Ye most
useful for Segnil when ke ¢oEds. Undoubbedly he will seek possible
allies 1n the Department and elsswhere. Probably he will consuli with
congervative foreces in this country and wlll try to estimate theilr
ehances for victory next year.

I undergtand Sensi is to be guest of honor st an Itallan Smbassy
dimner thig evening.
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