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It is & great honor for me to appear before such an important
asdionce.

Bafore I begin, lot me express my gratitude to Presidents Carter
and Reagan who inm 1980 played decisive roles im saving my life.
1 also wish to express to the Reagan which

made it possible for me to leave prison in Korea and come to the

United States im 1982. The administration has also

ured my
safety and freedom during my stay here.

In a few days, as you keow, I am going back to my coustry whers
some danger may swait me. As I stand here, T am aware that as anosymeus
State Dopartment official recently was quoted in tho few York Times
Sunday Magazice as expresaing sces weariness with having to restie
Kis Dae Jung so many times. I understand that wearimess. I am rather
weary syself of being the victim of sssassination attempts and
ispriscnment by military regimes.

Mut at the same tise, I think perhaps that same official should
have expressed his gratitode to me for my personal situation has
provided this administration with one of its most froquently clted
illustrations of the positive results of "quist diplomacy®. 8o
Perhaps the score is even between us.
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1. American Tdeals asd the Third World

The other day I made a pilgrimage to Momticello and the University '_
of Virginia. I have loag admired Thomas Jeffecson. I balisve he

is one of the greatest originators of the Aserican revolutionary

spirit and & source of not only for

but also for pecple the world over. It had lang besn my dress to
make that pllgrimage to those spots so beloved by Jeffersem. 1
wanted to do this before my return to Korea.

T alsc had sces issues to &

with Thoass Jeffarson. Whes 1
was sentemced to death by a milltary court in 1980, =y adoption

of his resarks during a public appsarance was cause for one of the
charges against me. The remark wasi “The tree of liberty -l;l ba
sefrashed from time to tise with the blood of patriocts and tyrants.”
ax Mombicallo and st the Duivecsity of Yicgiais; T adirassed Satfecscn
silently sayleg, "Yous words are strong esoush to inspire people
even in KEorea far across the Pacific thess 100 years latar. These
words caused a tyrant to react by sentancing me to death. It would
be fortumate if the people of the Third World could see clearly that
‘the Usited States suppocts thelr o

Mnen I case to this country in Decesber of 1982, the most remarkable
changes I noted since I was hers im 1373 were the appearasce of black
aschorparscns on TV and the nusber of black sayors in various 0.5.
cities. I was also greatly impressed to see Korean residents along

with other minorities enjoylng the full privileges asd respect to

which they ase entitled by Aserican law. Such privileges are not

®a wall accorded them in other countries. I have also chserved that
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{ Japanese-Americans have beccme senstors and congressmen and cme has
becose a governor. I was greatly touched whem I saw that the Uaited
States Congress adopted Martin Lather Ring Jr.'s birthday as a
naticesl holiday. Even Abraham Lincoln was nat recognized im this
vy
Muila the United States upholds and hosors the idea of equalicy

in demestic policy, I feel ths United States has not been succesaful
in convipeing the people of the Third Werld that it supperts the same
ssplrations of other pscple. Many pecple in the Third Warld think
that since World Mar II the United States has mainly supported
distatorisl goversments arousd the world using anti-cossuniss as

an sscuse, thus disappointing them. As & conseguence, the Dnited
States has become ssverely isclated frem the Third World, whieh
gives the Soviet Usion and its allles a chance to attack the United
States i intecmaticnal aresas.

I recall historian Armold Toynbee's remarks at an Amarican university

after World War II. e polnted out that while the principle of
represantative governsent case from England, the United Statss was
the first in the world to practice majority rule. Majerity rule in
‘the United States was a bold and new idea 200 years age, but it was
an extresoly great and sttractive one. That is why the proud Fresch
were able to adopt American-styls demccracy. Many latin Aserican
asd other Buropean countries followed the lsad of the United States
on this as well. Toynbee alsc said the United States should not
fail to costinue to maintain its support of majerity sule everywhers

o counter the Soviets' contention that they are the real supporters
of the majority.
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Lot ma here cite scme very interesting inforsaclon frem a recent
survey of the Forsan people. It is on the question of Forsan actitude’
toward the United States. 56% of those who responded that they like
the United States maid that they did bocause the United States is &
land of freedom, squality, sccisl justics, and cpportenity. Only 134

of these liking the United States named military asd scencele suppore
for Fores as factors.
II. Democracy and the Third Wes

A. Leaders and schol.

said that demccracy was created by western soclety and la po: easily
adapted to the Third World and mom-westers socleties.

Such a theory in scmevhat parsuasive, but only mupsrficially.
France required some 100 ysars befors demaocracy could take root
there with the establishment of the Third Republic. Germany and
Italy failed to realize democracy until after World War 1T with a few
=inor pericds of exception. Spain and Portugal were ruled under
dictatership until very recently. On the other hand, democracy is
renning smcothly in Japan, a country long dominsted by Canfuclan
thcught and Buddhise culture. Israsl, & nation of Jews, who mainly

. India, & matien

dominated by Minduis=, also has an adnirable demcoratic systes.
The of in

Ecuader, Uruguay, Brazil, Costa Rica, asd slsewhers in Latin Assrica
gives us reason to be encouraged. I am pleased that the Ualted
States gives its blessing to these improvements im Latin America.

1 hope this U.5. attitude will develop to an even stronger degree.

I would alsc like to note that there are many democratic
prinoiples
e=bodied in the culture and tradition of Korea,

in the United States and Furope have repeatedly

G
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e In the Third World, suppressics, cerruption, and economic and
sooial imjustice carried sut by geverssents ara great probless,
Howsver, the most sericus probles is that under dictatorial rule,

the people have no outlet for appeal against a governsent's wrosgful
actices, and they have no vehicle for expressing their epimicns.
U=der the present military regime in Korea, the media, the courts,
the opposition party, and the Kational Assesbly are all rubber stasps
for the dictator. The people have nowhere to turn. Finally, under
#uch repression, I am concerned that people may be forced to chooss
radicalism.

Western-style democracy is nothing more than a political system

that for the of freedom, ju;im-
and human dignity. Democracy must be understood as a systes or
measurs to give pecple free choice in deciding their fate. In this
sanss, oaly when governmest is handled “by the people® i Lt resl
demcoracy. To realize this, freedom of speech, fair electicns asd
local autonomy are essestial.
B. “Security” has scastimes been a reascn for support of dictatorship
used by some in westersm countries. In my opision, thia is not a
proper atelteds. I strongly believe demccracy and security are
inseparable. If we want to realize strong security, we need something
to secure.

Ia Mest Germany, the governsent has provided ecomomic amd social
justice and demccratic freedoms for the people. Thus, West Cermamy
can be confident in its dealimgs with East Germany.



Israel is another case worth mentioning. It has a populatios

of oaly four million; its economic situation im criticals it is

surrounded by 150 millios very hostile neighbors, many of whom are

e
rich with oil revenves. HNoverthesless, Israsl has always succeeded
in national security. One of the reasons is that democracy im Isrsel
i
|

is much stronger than in surrounding states. Once sgaln, we see

that desocracy and mecurity are imseparable
My country alse desonstrated this same lesson at the time of the

Forsan War more than thirty years ago. At that time, freedom of

apeoch, direct election of the president, local autonomy and imdependence

of the judicial branch and Wational Assesbly were largely assuced.
Such liberties gave cur pecple

rong reasen to Fight agalnse the

communist invaders. Our pecple in cooperation with United Nations
forces, mostly from the United States, succeeded in repelling these
invadecs to the North. Then, the people had sosething to secure;
now the pecple have lost all these freedoms which they were able to
enjey in vartise.

Only when thers is demccracy in Bouth Xorea can we have a strong

N e e

governsent which will enjoy the people’s full support. That is why

is not im the United States. With

demceracy in Scuth Korea, there can be real stabllity and security

which will force Worth Korea to give up its long-lasting ambirion

to cossunize South Xores. Then, we can expect to have a sincers and
fruitful dialogue with North Korea and a lasting peace on the Eorean
peninsula can follow. Such peace is what we Korean pecples really want
to achieve. It would also be very bemeficial for U.S. naticmal
interests because it would prevent communist expansion and reduce




8. defense burdens in this reglon.

1f the United States really the

of
comsunist expansionism, it must £iret galn the support of the people
of the Third World in their aspirations for liberty, justice and
human dignity under desocratic government. In return, the people
of the Third World will belp the United States on the Toad to a
lessening of communist imfluence in the world.

€. Soma leaders in western countriss say that to achisve sconcmic

growth, strang and even

is e
demcoratic goversment which may yield an imefficient sconcmy and social
chacs. Such a theory is parssasive, but it is not mupported by the
faots of history. In this resard, 1'd like to make some uturlvuthnl.

First, under suppressive rule, we sight expect growth in the
sconomy, but we can seldos expect the fair distribution of the fruits
of eccnomie growth.

Second, capitalism under democratic systems has mavarally
continucusly undargone reform to meet the people’s desands and needs.
Westazn have in

wver stronger
econcale growth, advanced technology, creatica of a broad middle

elass, and stroag sccial stability. These achisvesents bave tespted
the communist Chiness giant to adopt portions of this mystem. Eastern
European gountries are similarly attracted.

Third, I recognize that the highly sducatsd and diligest South
xoreas pecple have succesdsd in bringing about some brilliant ecomomic
growth. But, in spite of this internatiomally eelebrated scencels
Growth, becauss of corrupt dictatorial rule, there are sussrous
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Problems which place the sconcmy in & precarious state. Economic ?j
growth has been heavily dependent on the introducticn of huge forelgm W
debts amounting o more than $42 billion. 30 big companies dominate
72\ of the Scuth Xorean GNP and soak up 431 of the bask leans but
only employ 13% of the work force. 59% of the workers suffer from
low wages at half the cost of living. Farmers’ debts in 1981 increased
by 574 over the previous year. Korean workers and farmers are mot
allowed to have their cwn free trade unions and farmezs’ cooporatives.
Consuners’ rights are also disregarded. b

Thers iz no real free market systes in Xorea. It is strictly
a government-cantrolled economy which creates massive corruption
and & huge gap between urban and rural areas, between big hd\‘utﬂ'
and medivm to small sized industry, betwesn heavy and light industries,
and betwesn regions. ALl of this causes economic and social instability.
A3 Park Chung Mea's surprising sination shewed, there is mo
genuine political stability in Korea.

Only usder a democratic system can we expect truly healthy and
#irong economic development. We should be confident in desocratic
government as being necessary not only for the Usited States ecomomy,
bat also for that of the Third World.

III. Some Suggestioms

Even though there is much criticism of the United States in the
Third World, I do believe if tho peopls in the Third World were anked
whether they preferred the United States or the Soviet Unlon, an
everwhelming majority would opt for the United States because people
#till adsire the great ideals on which this American natiom was
founded. These people find the American domestic situaticn far more
attragtive than that of the Soviet Union. They need only a belisf

that the United States still stands strongly for their aspiratioms




for libarty.
As a sincere and worried friemd of the United States, I would like
to suggest a few things.

First, I think the and of moral

in the international arena is an urgent and basic issue for the United
States. Moral leadership will be restored when the United States
renews its support for majority rule as Professor Toynbee stated.

It is essential to support sajerity ruls with freedom of spesch and
falr elections. The United States must make clear to all leaders

of the Third World that respect for these corner stones of desccracy
will be a fair isdicator of whether support from the United Statas
will continue or be forthooming. :

One key element in the U.S. stance must be more specific encouragesent
of movements in the Third World which seek to bring or restore
democracy. While U.S. officials have often spoken in general terms
about thelr support of democracy, all too frequently American comments
have been disparaging and patromizing. An sttitode of respect for
democracy must include respect for thoss who struggle for its
rTealization under adverse conditions in the Third wWorld.

Second, I think “guiet diplomacy™ is necessary in dealing with
specific problems imvolving suppressive regimes in the Third World.
Bowever, “quiet diplomacy® alone is not encugh. 1If the pecple of

* tha Third World can pot sse the United States' clear support for desceracy
and human rights, there will be misinformed impressioms of United

States policy and serious misunderstanding. We see such a situation
South Africa today aad alss in Nores. T suggest that =op
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and “guiet nhould be 1y

e
I was encouraged by the State Department's opem position reveales.
by its spokesman in which it was disclosed that the State Departsent

did not view favorably Kim Young Sam's house arrest. The spokesman
axpre:

d strong hope that all politicians would be released from the
political basn. This has apparently greatly impressed our pecple.
This attitude is welcomed.

Third, while the United States cam not imterveme in the dosestic

affairs of Third World countries, it can use economic aid and favorable
trade conditions

positive leverage to promote democracy. If any
geverssent in the ThimWorld is willing to move toward democracy,
the United Sea

can increase aid ard improve conditions of trade.
such aid and

can be reduced or with-
drawn.

Fourth, the United States should be careful to criticize husan
rights abuses wherever they occur whether in commsunist or pon-communist
countries. In this regard, the State Department's anrual human
rights segports have been isportant.

The epposition in Korea has frequently been criticized as divisive
and not unified. While competition is an ordinary part of politics

and should be ackaowledged as such, there are special condisions
in Forea that allow

forces to and
political rivalry. Rather than worrying about rivalry, I would

urge the United States to press for redress of conditions that allow

ies These
lack of a meaningful role fer the




-11-

"mational Assesbly, and laws which restrict the frecdom of assesbly.

Fimaily, in Korea, the United States must take ome specific
responsibility. As we are well aware, the Usited States arsy cossandsr
in Korea has a right to control the troop mevemants of the entire
600,000 strong army of the Republic of Korea. Thus, the U.5. cosmander
mast assume the ity of troop for the

parpose of supporting a military cosp. In 1960, when there was a

student revolution against Syngman RUEE's regime, the 0.5. cosmander
discharged this respomsibility well. He received the heartfelt

gratitede of the Korean pecple. Nowever, when General Chun Doo Hwan

staged military coups in Decesber of 1979 and May of 1980, the U.5.
commander failed to exercise his respossibility. Instead, he; in effect,
gave tacit support for Chun Doo lwan's bloody rise to power. This |
has caused with amd of the United States.

Thus, we have seen such unfortunate imcidents as arson at United
States cultaral centers asd the burning of U.5. flags in Forea.

Military involvement in politics in Korea is sericusly deteriorating
our naticnal security. A hamdful of politically motivated soldiers
have taken power by military coup. Most others in the military have
besn faithful to their defense duties, but they must now cbey this
mew military dictator. lNow can we expect Korean military commanders
to remain true to their defense tasks and to the ideal of civilian

when the U.5. has so easily ylelded his support
to this group of military coup leaders? Because of the U.5. military
fole in leadership of the Korean army, it is largely an American
responsibility ts enforce a tough non-political stamce throughest
the chain of command.

In conclusion, genuise desoctacy in Korea which will emcospass
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political, econcmic and social improvement is what we are working
for. The cverwhelsing majority of the Forean pecple fervently desice
this end. I know that this is vhat you too desire, but this is mot
the probles. The probles is that the dictatorship in Scuth Korea, the
Soviets, and the cossunist regine In Narth Forea all work to prevent
the pocpls of Xorea from knowing that the United States supports
the cause of demccracy. The United States must do everything possible
to let the people know of its support and thus renew and prosota
strong ties of frlendship between cur two nations.

As T mentloned at the beginaing of this talk. in & fow days =y
wife and I will go back to participate with cur pecple ln thelr present
srruggle and te escourage thes to be united, sederate, and nen-violent
in the movemest to restors democracy. I expect I will meet many
difficulties, but I am not alome in this. Many Koreans are encountering
great hardship because of thelr devotion to demccracy. Om behalf
of the Korean pecple. I mincerely ask you to support cur struggle
to sealize our dream of desocratic govern=en

1n Koresn, our word for "Good-bye® means "Stay in peace”, and
that is my pareing wish for you and your country, “Anyeaghi
kaeshipshiyo®.

Thank you again.
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