
eptember 11, 1984 

To: E l l i o t t  Abrams 

Subject: Kim Dae Jung 

Last night I was invi ted t o  dinner with Kim 3ae Jung and h i s  family. The even- 

i ng  went very well. Kim spoke favorably of you. We discussed 

e had a lengthy exchange on USG policy. The more I get t o  know Kim the more 

e him, He i s  very concerned about the growth of pro-Communist and anti-US 

l i n g  among the Korean youth because of the ROKG unpopularity. 

Kim would s t i l l  l i k e  t o  meet with ~Jolfowitz. Could you support t h a t  with a low 

This morning Kim's aide, Lee Keun Pal, gave me the attached copy 

- t e r  t o  the  Secretary. The original  was delivered t o  the  Desk, 

George Lis ter  

l e t -  
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10 September 1984 

The Honorable George Shultz 
Secre tary  of S t a t e  - 
Washington, D . C . 20520 

Dear M r .  Secretary,  

I a m  wr i t ing  t h i s  letter t o  inform you of my plan  t o  return home t o  Korea by 
the  end of t h i s  year.  I would like,,  f i r s t  of a l l ,  t o  express my g r a t i t u d e  t o  
you and t h e  government of the  United S t a t e s  f o r  t h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  extended t o  my 
family and myself during t h e  l a s t  two years.  

Since our a r r i v a l  h e r e  on 23 December 1982, t h e  Reagan Administration has taken 
numerous s t e p s  t o  ensure our freedom and s a f e t y ,  f o r  which we a r e  deeply grate- 
f u l .  I am a l s o  f u l l y  aware and profoundly thankful  f o r  President-elect  Reagan's 
determined e f f o r t  i n  1980 t o  save my l i f e  and h i s  subsequently successful  en- 
deavor as Pres iden t  t o  have my 20-year p r i son  term suspended a f t e r  two and a 
ha l f  years.  

I r e a l i z e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  danger t o  my freedom and personal  s a f e t y  which may 
await m e  i n  Korea. In f a c t ,  t h e  Korean government's i n i t i a l  response t o  t h e  
news of my p lan  was negative. I have discussed t h i s  danger wi th  a g rea t  number 
of my colleagues and f r i e n d s  both i n  t h i s  country and i n  Korea and have made a 
decis ion on t h i s  i s s u e  wi th  utmost caution,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  l i g h t  of t h e  t r a g i c  
f a t e  t h a t  b e f e l l  t h e  late M r .  Benigno Aquino. Af ter  'long de l ibe ra t ions ,  however, 
X have chosen t o  r e t u r n  home f o r  t h e  following reasons. 

F i r s t ,  I came t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  f o r  t h e  purpose of obta in ing medical t r e a t -  
ment and t o  accept an i n v i t a t i o n  t o  study at the Harvard University Center for 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A f f a i r s  f i r s t  extended i n  1972. By 30 June 1984, I completed my 
fel lowship tenure  at Harvard, as wel l  a s  my medical treatment. 

Second, although I have t r i e d  during t h e  l a s t  two years  i n  the  ~ n i t e a  S t a t e s  t o  
f u r t h e r  as b e s t  I could a t  t h i s  d i s t ance  the  cause of human r i g h t s  and democracy 
of t h e  Korean people, I now f e e l  a  moral ob l iga t ion  t o  r e j o i n  my people i n  t h e i r  
s t r u g g l e  f o r  these  goals. The time has come, I be l i eve ,  f o r  me t o  sha re  wi th  
them t h e  hardship and s u f f e r i n g  of t h e  b a t t l e  f o r  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of democracy. 

Third,  I concur wi th  my colleagues t h a t  Korea i s  i n  c r i s i s .  Our people must 
make c r u c i a l  choices i n  t h e  period ahead which could r e s u l t  e i t h e r  i n  n a t i o n a l  
tragedy o r  i n  t h e  opening up of a  new e r a  of democratic progress.  A t  t h e  present  
time, however, the  Korean people a r e  becoming inc reas ing ly  cynical  and a l i e n a t e d ,  
and a r e  l o s i n g  t h e i r  s t rong w i l l  t o  defend our na t ion ' s  secur i ty .  There i s  grow- 
ing anti-American and anti-Japanese fee l ing ,  e s p e c i a l l y  among workers, youth, and 
in te l l ec tua l s , - among  a few of whom extremis t  i n c l i n a t i o n s  a r e  being inc reas ing ly  

P.O. Box 11618 Alexandria, Virginia 22312 (703) 941-5482 



I f i rmly  bel ieve  t h a t  I should re tu rn  home t o  engage i n  dialogue and consul 
t i o n  with our people, e s p e c i a l l y  these  angry and f r u s t r a t e d  individuals ,  
the  s i t u a t i o n  grows beyond my a b i l i t y  t o  influence it. 

government must now develop channels f o r  na t iona l  dialogue and cooperat io 
A t  a minimum, f o r  p o l i t i c a l  development t o  proceed, w e  need f r e e  express io  
f a i r  e l e c t i o n s ,  and the  end of the  ban on p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  by 99 p o l i t i c 1  
including myself. Cosmetic s t e p s  taken by t h e  government recent ly  w i l l  on1 
increase  a l i e n a t i o n  unless  they a r e  followed by moves toward n a t i o n a l  d i a l o  
and genuine democratization. I f  t h e  government shows i n t e r e s t ,  I am ready 

ment w i l l  do whatever it can t o  assure my r e tu rn  con t r ibu tes  t o  the  goal of 
order ly  p o l i t i c a l  progress toward democracy. I have informed the Korean go 
ment today of my dec i s ion  t o  come back and a l s o  of my i n t e n t i o n  t o  consult  

democratic form of government, based on responsiveness t o  a l l  s e c t o r s  of t h e  
population; a f r e e  market economy which p ro tec t s  t h e  r i g h t s  of workers and c 
sumers; a s t rong n a t i o n a l  defense t o  prevent war, coupled wi th  s t rong diploma 
e f f o r t s  t o  achieve peace i n  t h e  region; prudent s t e p s  toward 

have no doubt t h a t  you share  with me t h e  hope f o r  




