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S u b j e c ~  South  Korea 

ve ry  s i m i l a r  t o  my Milwaukee (Wiscons e e c h -  I 



1. 1 a m  ve ry  g l a d  t o  be h e r e  w i t h  you today ,  and I a p p r e c i a t e  ve ry  much 

t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  K i m  Dae Jung Peace Foundat ion.  Th i s  i s  my f i r s t  

v i s i t  t o  South Korea, b u t  I have good f r i e n d s  i n  your  coun t ry .  When K i m  

Dae Jung was i n  e x i l e  i n  Washington du r ing  1983-85 I he lped  him develop 

mu tua l l y  u s e f u l  working r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  Department.  I a l s o  be- 

came a f r i e n d  of  K i m  Young Sam a t  abou t  t h e  same t i m e .  I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  

I have had some ve ry  h e l p f u l  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  K i m  Keun-Tae. And I have 

m e t  w i t h  many democra t i c  Korean groups ,  b o t h  r e s i d e n t s  and v i s i t o r s  i n  

t h e  U.S. So I welcome t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  c o n t i n u e  and expand o u r  d i a 3  

logue .  ,I am go ing  t o  t a l k  b r i e f l y  abou t  o u r  human r i g h t s  p o l i c y , a n d  

t h e n  I hope w e  c an  have a c and id  exchange o f  views.  A s  f o r  my own d ip lo -  

m a t i c  background, much o f  my t i m e  h a s  been s p e n t  i n  E a s t e r n  Europe, i n -  

c l u d i n g  t h e  USSR and Poland, ,  a s  w e l l  as i n  L a t i n  America. And I w a s  i n -  

vo lved  w i t h  t h e  development of o u r  human r i g h t s  p o l i c y  from t h e  beg inn ing .  

2. Now o u r  human r i g h t s  p o l i c y  began b e f o r e  P r e s i d e n t  Jimmy C a r t e r ,  when 

Cong. Don F r a s e r  (Do-Minn.) h e l d  a series o f  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  i n  1973/74. 

Looking back 20 y e a r s  I canno t  b e l i e v e  how f a r  w e  have  come. O f  c o u r s e  a f -  

t e r  Carter took  power i n  1977, human r i g h t s  became much more impor t an t  

i n  t h e  Department.  HA was formed. 

3. I t  was tough go ing  a t  f i r s t .  There w a s  b u r e a u c r a t i c  r e s i s t a n c e  i n s i d e  

t h e  Department,  p l u s  i nexpe r i ence ,  l a c k  o f  i n fo rma t ion  and r e f e r e n c e  ma- 

t e r i a l ,  e t c .  But y e a r  by y e a r  o u r  performance improved, because  human 

r i g h t s  work i s  l i k e  doing pushups - t h e  more you do t h e  more you can  do. 

Then when Reagan became P r e s i d e n t , i n  1981,many assumed o u r  human r i g h t s  

p o l i c y  was over , and  t h a t  HA would be  c l o s e d .  But it soon became c l e a r  

t h a t  t h e  human r i g h t s  p o l i c y  had been i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d .  There w a s  b i -  



i . "  
g r e s s ,  w e  s t i l l .  had t o  g e t  t h e  annual  Human K ign t s  fk 
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-"r 

Repor t s  t o  cong re s s ,  !tc. s o  o c performance con t inued  t o  improve,  here* I .  

. i 

i n f o r m a t i o n k n d  expe r i ence ,  rnhhef governments mor c ~ e g a n  t o  h e l p  

etc Thc human r i g h t s  cause had  been .n j ected i n t o  t h e  State Depar tment ' s  

b loods  t r e an  

n A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ha s  g i v e n  huma 

Bureau i s  be ing  r e o r g a n i z e d  and expande s i s t a n t  Secre-  

r y ,  John Sha t t uck ,  h a s  e x t e n s i v e  human r i g h t s  expe r i ence  w i t h  Amnesty 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l , ,  t h e  ACLU, and Harvard. L a s t  J u n e  he  . r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  U..S. 

c y  does  n o t  imply any m 

you know w e  have p rob l emsJo f  race p r e j u d i c e ,  s e x  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ,  v i o l a -  
h 

l a t i o n s  o f  minimum wage l a w s ,  e t c .  W e  have made much p r o g r e s s , b u t  t h e  

problems s t i l l  e x i s t .  Nor are w e  imposing U da rd s  on bkbers .  W 
$;+&&4. ' 

a r e  gu ided  by t h e  Uf lmkrsa l  ~ e c i a r a t i o n  o f  d by t h  
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c r i t i c i z e  human r i g h  



ary assistance. And we h a v ~  3 y i n h +  -3 criticize human 

ns in other countries, just as 
" ,* 

% 

\ " *  criticize violations in the W.&' r :  

6. What are some of the human.rights achievements over the past 20 

years? Less torture, more elections, more freedom of press, the release 
< ,d:* 

4. " 

I many political prisoners etc. The'main credit' f this piogress 

goes to those democratic activists around the world who spoke for 

humar rights withou such as Andrei 

he above, let me reiterate tha 

link of how many friends of mine have been 

murder 

8. How 1s our p o ~ ~ c y  a Bl expressing our conc 

ernments in private conversations, maklng public statements, cooperating 

economic aid, etc. Now ery complicated place 
1 ( 

countries are identical. As Karl Mar, said: Qe are all acci- 
, *  

ts o f  Histor] Furthermore, human rgqhts cannot be the only 
."&lL ,q 

-ion n the conduct of our foreign affairs. The survival 3f  

a free and democratic country must receive the top p ~ ~ ~ - ~ , , ~ ~ ~  

rights has become a key factor in our foreign policy. 

9. Our human  right^ po'icy has given us a much better overall foreign 

policy. ror example, clientitis has just &about Deen eliminated (to be 



- 4 -  

s e d ) .  There  i s  much less tendency t o  i d e n t i f y  a coun t ry  w i t h  a' 
i* 

government , ra the r  t h a n  w i t h  t h e  popu l a t i on .  And o u r  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h  

democra t i c  l e f t ,  as d i s t i n c t  from t h e  an t i - democ ra t i c  l e f t ,  are g r e a t -  

l y  improved ( t o  b e  e x p l a i n e d )  

o u r  human r i g h t s  n o t  pe r f eC t .  There a r e  a ~ o u t  

, t h e r e  are o a day, and you canno 

qork w i t h  

s l y  and a r e  v e r y  good, b u t  i n e v i t a  

an  r i g h k s  v i o l a t i o n s  i s  much m 

i d e .  For  exampl onomip 3id t~ a c o u n t r y  w i  

bad human r i g h t s  r e c o r  ed i ,  r e s u l t  would be  t o  

ower t h e  l i v i n g  s t a n d a r d ?  

12.  J u s t  a qu i ck  word on t h e  human r i g h t s  work o f  Congress.  Congress ,  

i n c l u d i n g  Republ icans  and Democrats, p l a y s  a key r o l e ,  ho ld ing  h e a r i n g %  p~%~;'..; 
v ,  " 

  as sing r e s o l u t i o n s  anC l e g i s l a t i o n ,  f r e q u e n t l y  c o n s u l t i n g  w i t h  t h e  De7;"?,i 

par tment ,  e tc .  0 cou r se ,  j u s  1 i k ~  

performance i s  f a r  from y 

13.  The s o - c a l l e d  NGOs a l s o  p l r -  

w i t h  Congress and t h e  Department.  m e  

a t a t e  Iepartment ,  Congress iona  

s v e r y  h e l p f u l  . 
i e n  c o o p e r a t i n  

! q w n t l y  c r i t i c a l  o 




