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Case Examples

Small Businesses

Aura Rainwater is an Austin-based CPG (consumer packaged goods) start-up specializing in the
harvesting, purifying and eco-conscious packaging of rainwater. ECDC students assisted Aura
Rainwater with choice of entity, LLC formation and governance, and advised Aura on issues related
to equity arrangements and corporate structuring.

Articulture is a unique design firm specializing in plant- and botanical-based interiors and event design
in addition to providing gifts and home décor in their South Austin boutique. ECDC students witnessed
this unique small business grow from an idea into a reality by assisting in its LLC formation, trademark
application, service contract drafting, and real estate acquisition.

Ready Up Agquatics, a family business, provides
complete pool management services and swim lessons
in Central Texas. ECDC students assisted Ready Up
Aquatics with entity formation, customer contracts, and
personnel policies.

ECDC students helped Cruzteca, a South Austin
restaurant, to register trademarks with the United
States Patent and Trademark Office.

Food truck owner with ECDC student and co-director

Nonprofits and Community Organizations

Community and Family Historic Preservation Association (CFHPA), based in Jasper County, Texas,
is focused on preserving the area’s cultural heritage as a “freedom colony”—a place where African-
Americans settled after Emancipation. ECDC students assisted CFHPA with federal tax law
compliance, nonprofit formation, contracts, and applying for federal tax exemption status. Students
also provided community education to area residents on issues related to protecting the ownership
of their land.

Guadalupe Neighborhood Development Corporation (GNDC) is an Austin-based nonprofit working to
develop and preserve affordable housing in East Austin. ECDC students have prepared a wide variety of
real estate documents and corporate governance policies for GNDC and assisted in creating the first
Community Land Trust (CLT) program and more recently, the first CLT Condominium hybrid in the state
of Texas.



Asociacion de Residentes de North Lamar (ARNL) is

a residents’ association in a mobile home park

community in  North Austin. In 2020, working
collaboratively with community organizations and city
staff, ECDC students represented ARNL with the real
estate and lending work necessary for the purchase of
the mobile home park and helped them formalize as a
resident-owned cooperative nonprofit corporation
through forming a nonprofit corporation, drafting bylaws,
facilitating strong corporate governance and issue
spotting on matters of property management.

ECDC students represented residents in Rancho
Vista, a low-income community just outside of Austin,
to form a nonprofit association and to help individual
families clear title to their properties. Students also
worked with community members to remove barriers
that prevented owners of mobile homes from qualifying
for homestead exemptions. Students testified before
the Texas Senate and drafted legislation that was
enacted by the Legislature, which now provides
property tax relief to thousands of mobile homeowners
across the state.

Clinic students touring the North Lamar Mobile Home
Park with members of the newly formed ARNL

Clinic student Allison Schmitz helps
Rancho Vista clients

Creatives

The Pelham Community History Museum is dedicated to preserving the heritage of this Freedman's
community called Pelham, established in 1866, and houses and displays artifacts from ancestors in the
community. Clinic students are helping them file for 501(c)(3) status and revise bylaws.

Wicker Man Studios is a boutique studio that produces prose novels, short stories, graphic novels, and
comic books. ECDC students assisted them with entity formation and registration of a federal trademark.
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