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Dl' eren’r:;Ballgame
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By MARCI SHATZMAN
Of The Bulletin Staff

PLANE from Detrolt
a few minutes early.
Camp, the soft-spoken
ho d  of - Pumnsylvania’s
’s Political - - Cancus,

a fresh coat of lipstick. .
o ‘va you‘ been? she
smifled, (ng her hand to
a .plala)\ dark-haired womea
Icaded dovn with parcels.
S“I'm jule comin’ in from
Scuth Bend, Indiama, where I
mct vi!h save migrant w ork-
¥ Fraxy® (Slasy) Faren-
thold explaimd, in a-whispery

Texasdrswt\‘I-am; " shgd-
mitted, pushimy* & lock of
from her-!yé A llttln)’;‘ll;
, tred” -

A few years go thls %
yearold Houston lawyer

wouldn’t have ratid a chauf-
! fered car and a welcome. She
probably wouldn’t have -been
asked to come hsre ast week-
end to speak at a cemfsrence
of this state’s womey Demo-
crets. \

\

down her hair and .

BUT _LAST year, at the
Democratic Natlonal Con-
vention, 402 delegates caste
their vice presidentia] vote not
for the party’s boy, Tom
Eagleton, but for Frances
'Sissy Farenthold.

And the whole xhtlou ut up
and took notice.

‘It would have been a whole
different baligame if she Had
won,”” someone sald wistfully
whea Ms. Farenthold was st
the podlum Saturday night.
Seemingly refreshed after a
brief nap her almost Inaudible
voice had gained a’ forceful
sit-up-and-take-notice wallop

!

“l guess the thing that’

pleaze me most about 1873 —
aside from my election as th

president of
Women’s Political Caucus,"”
she told the crowd, ‘‘wus
being on Richard Nixen's
enemy list.”

"I guess someone WAS lis-
tening last fall when I spoke
about the thugs in tallored
sults,” she sald, recalllng her
earller remarks about Water-

gate.

the National-’

he Had Won?

THE strictly partisan crowd
loves:jt. :And they loved her.
As Ms. Canip had said in her
imtfaduction.: “‘Sissy Farent-
hold'is & woman on her way
w”

‘Carplng from the same mon-

eyed, . sheltered background -

and ‘the pame state as presi-
dentlal":efunsel Anne Arm-
strong, Ms. Farenthold ' has
emerged as the new darling of
the Woumen's mpvenent —
champloa in her cnmervative
bome state of soch unpopular
causes as abartinn, race rela-
tions, and bealth care. Just as
optomistic liberul GOP
wo®m ‘are knun;«tn Ms.

Annztrong and her anspoken
€ide Jill Ruckleshaug as palitl-
cal mesgahs for the future,
30, the Damocrats are loaking
toward. Sissy Farenthold.
There evem has beea talk of
the two Texan women facing
each other next year in that
race for governar.

I Just don't know,"” Ms. Fa-
renthold sald of that daclsion.

-*“It would be a tough fight.”

Her 1072 bid at the Texas gow
ernotehlp developed Into such
a bard-nased battle that she
and the winner, Gov. Duolph
Briscoe, haven't spoken a
word sinca.

\ “‘I cailed him a bowl of pab-
1um,” she smiled.

That is the Farenthold style.
Nelther (lamboyant llke her
aonie New York Cangress
woman Balla Absug, nor coe-
nqnllun like Gloria Stelaam,
Sissy 1 Jow-buyed, dalibersts
and brwialy bend -

RANCES Sissy anthold..cn outspoken lawyer
from Texas and former Dempcratic vice presiden-

tial contender, is a political comer.

She told her audisnce that
one of the things it takes (o be
a woman in politics ia “audac
ity"”. Having served two terms
In her state legislature she
Jearned that thoﬁmrd way.

“I thought it wouldn’t mat-
ter that T was a woman,” she
sald. “Boy, was 1 nalve.”

Right now Sisgy — an ironic
nicimam@ for another o! the
women's movement's spltfires
— 1» blding ber time. She
maintalns a Washington ollice
where she's olling the unwiel-
dy machine of feminist poll-
tica which has grown into the
Nationa! Women's Political
Caucus. She spends two days

teaching law ar
Texas University.

And llke most public figures
thesa days, she spends mare
time in the alr than a2 mal
lard. A “'woriing politiclan’”
as she calls herself, she is a
duck with one foot cut of
wafar. After raising f've kidg
shéwert on o find nirvana in
politics — a ostream ghe's
relyctantly out of “Wheo
you're a woman In politics
you first get lignored, then
comes ridicule and dis
paragement,’” she had sald in
her speech. 'But ! you have
tenaclty you can expect s
beg rulin g res pxL.”
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