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LETTER

F rances Tarlton “Sissy” Farenthold’s picture frames this year’s Annual Review because her work 
inspired much of what we did over the past twelve months. Although she was no longer physically 
present with us, Sissy’s insights informed nearly every issue we addressed. And we think she would 

be pleased with the conversations we made happen, if not with the world events that precipitated them.
Perhaps most poignantly, when the US Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade, Sissy had already given 

the most appropriate response we could find: “I come to you today with as great a sense of grievance and 
injustice as of indignation, and with anguish as well as anger over the recent course of events...as regards 
the Constitutional right to abortion.” In Sissy’s prescient way, she had delivered those words in a speech in 
1977 about how Roe had already been undermined by the exclusion of poor people’s access to abortion. 
That understanding guided our two-part webinar on post-Roe strategies for reproductive justice for Texans 
(see page 5). 

Appropriately, the webinars represented the first of many projects of the Sissy Farenthold Fund for Peace 
and Social Justice. That Fund, created by Sissy’s extraordinarily generous family and friends around the 
country (see page 3), will support academic, advocacy, and creative work on issues to which Sissy was com-
mitted, including reproductive and sexual rights, environmental and climate justice, and peace.

We launched the Fund at Sissy’s stirring memorial service (see page 2). Part celebration, part service, and 
part political rally, we celebrated Sissy’s extraordinary life and vowed to continue her legacy. Award-winning 
Indian novelist and activist Arundhati Roy did just that in her packed Farenthold Lecture two days earlier. 
With characteristic brilliance and passion, Roy denounced the violence of ruling ethnic nationalism in India 
(see page 4). 

We have provided you with a preview of some of the year, but in these pages you will read about much 
more: student research and advocacy on environmental and climate justice (see page 9); continuing ef-
forts on the future of work and livelihoods, including a collaboration in South Africa (see pages 6-7); a film 
screening with a talkback by renowned human rights lawyer Nancy Hollander (see page 8); a weeklong visit 
by international environmental law expert and Brazilian High Court Justice Antonio Benjamin (see page 8); 
and writing prizes in honor of the late Zipporah Wiseman and the late Audre Rapoport (see page 11).

We could not do any of this work without our amazingly talented and committed staff and student team 
(see pages 12-13), our advisory boards (see page 13), our affiliated faculty (see pages 14-15), and our 
many generous donors (see pages 3, 16). 

We enjoyed the opportunity to see many of you both in person and virtually this year and look forward to 
our continued encounters!

Letter from the Co-directors

Rapoport Center co-directors Neville Hoad and Karen Engle at the Sissy Farenthold 
Endowed Lecture in April 2022 (photo by Brian Birzer). 
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Celebrating the Life of Sissy Farenthold (1926-2021)

“How will you carry forward the message of Sissy 
Farenthold?” US Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee 
asked those who gathered to remember the remarkable 

life of the Honorable Frances Tarlton “Sissy” Farenthold, who 
passed away on September 26, 2021. The Rapoport Center 
had the honor of hosting Sissy’s memorial on April 22, 2022. 

Sissy, one of very few women in her Texas Law class of 
1949, devoted her life to social justice, beginning with her 
early career as a legal aid lawyer and an effective, if dissi-
dent, member of the Texas Legislature. After her galvanizing 
campaigns for Texas governor and US vice president, she 
later became the first chair of the National Women’s Political 
Caucus (NWPC). After leaving politics, Sissy served as the 
first woman president of Wells College and eventually re-
turned to Texas, where she continued to advocate for peace, 
social justice, and human rights.  

The memorial highlighted each of these aspects of Sissy’s 
career, as well as her devotion to her family which, as Sissy’s 
daughter-in-law Lisa Marsh Ryerson (also a former president 
of Wells College) put it, was “the center of her being.” The 
number of family members in the packed law school auditori-
um who are also Texas Law alumni or had worked with Sissy 
politically showed that her professional and personal lives 
were often intertwined. Genevieve Vaughan, Sissy’s cousin, 
recounted their getting arrested while protesting apartheid at 
the South African embassy in Houston. She added that “un-

derneath her politics, Sissy had the human virtues of integrity 
and care that are so badly needed in these times.” 

Many spoke of Sissy as a role model. Curtis Graves talked 
about the lessons he learned from serving with Sissy in the 
Texas Legislature and of their work to expose the Sharpstown 
scandal. US Congresswoman Sylvia Garcia told how, growing 
up, she would hear on the news about Sissy’s representation 
of “the poor, the underrepresented, and the underdog” and 
would think “I want to do that someday.” Lulu Flores, who is a 
former president of the NWPC and will soon serve in the Texas 
Legislature, described Sissy as a “role model, Libra, lawyer, 
and feminist.” Sissy’s close friend Robert Leleux called her a 
“hero, friend, and mentor.”

In addition to celebrating Sissy’s life, speakers looked 
toward the future. Ryerson exhorted the audience to speak 
truth to power. “I accept Sissy’s call to never give up, to be 
the champions of true democracy, to lean forward into the 
headwinds and fight for justice for all,” she said.  

Sissy’s son George E. Farenthold, II announced the estab-
lishment of the Sissy Farenthold Fund for Peace and Social 
Justice, which he and many other generous friends and family 
members have established at the Rapoport Center to continue 
the work of “the best mom ever” who “knew much was expect-
ed” of her and was determined to fulfill those expectations 
(see box on page 3). To see the recording of the memorial on 
YouTube, visit www.youtube.com/c/rapoportcenter.

“I accept Sissy’s call to never give up, to be the 
champions of true democracy, to lean forward into 

the headwinds and fight for justice for all.” 
– Lisa Marsh Ryerson

Left: memorial speakers from left to right, Karen Engle, George E. Farenthold, II, Lulu Flores, Curtis Graves, Genevieve Vaughan, Lisa Marsh Ryerson (photo by Alan Pogue); 
Top right: US Congresswoman Sheila Jackson Lee; Bottom right: Robert Leleux (photos by Brian Birzer). 
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Top left: Eric Nelson (center) and other attendees join the memorial reception; Bottom left: Todd Smiley (right) greets Sissy’s childhood friend Jeanne Adams (center) and Joan 
Adams (left) before the memorial (photos by Brian Birzer); Right: Sissy’s cousins Ben F. Vaughan (left) and Genevieve Vaughan (right) at the reception (photo by Alan Pogue).

The Sissy Farenthold Fund for Peace and Social Justice supports 
academic, advocacy, and creative work on issues to which she was 
committed, including peace, environmental and climate justice, 
reproductive and sexual rights.

FOUNDERS ($10,000 or more)
American Income/

National Income Life (NY)
Anonymous

Dudley T. Dougherty 
Foundation

George E. Farenthold, II

Lisa Fuentes & 
Tom Cohen

Molly Gochman
Jacob & Terese Hershey 

Foundation

Randall Lamb & 
Carvel Glenn
Garry Mauro

Eric Nelson & Carol 
Adatto Nelson

Parten Foundation
Lisa Marsh Ryerson

Ben F. Vaughan
Rachael & Ben Vaughan 

Foundation

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS ($5,000—$9,999)

Karen Engle & Ana Almaguel
Dorothy Slater-Brown

Frances & Felix C. Tapp
Martha Claire Tompkins

Daphne DuPont Vaughan

ALLIES ($1,000—$4,999)

AARP
Janice Adamson

Scott J. & Nancy Atlas
Arthur J. Bellinzoni 

Foundation

Bert Bertonaschi
Joan Dusard

Dudley T. Farenthold
Lee & Sandy Godfrey

Olive Hershey

Christian Kelleher & 
Theresa Clarke
Susan Longley
Carrin Patman

Mary Esther Perry

James Phillips
Paul Straubel

FOR ADDITIONAL DONORS, SEE PAGE 16.

Please join us in this endeavor. We are still accepting founding donations and pledges and welcome donations of any 
amount, whether one-time or recurring. To learn more, visit law.utexas.edu/farenthold/Donate.

THANKS FOR CONTINUING SISSY’S LEGACY!
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Arundhati Roy Delivers the Annual Farenthold Lecture

Farenthold Endowed Lecture
CIRCLE OF FRIENDS

($5,000 or more)
 

Gayle & Mike DeGeurin

Patricia Dougherty

Karen Engle & Ana Almaguel

Jan Fox 

Lisa Fuentes & Thomas Cohen

James Galbraith

Molly Gochman

Estate of Barbara Harlow

Brian & Karen Kelleher

Willy Kuehn*

Marta, Sissi & Jim Mattox

Eric & Carol Nelson

Dorothy Slater-Brown

Martha Claire Tompkins

American Income Life & 
National Income Life of New York

*deceased

Award-winning author and critic 
Arundhati Roy dedicated her Fran-
ces Tarlton “Sissy” Farenthold En-

dowed Lecture in Peace, Social Justice 
and Human Rights to activists jailed for 
protesting India’s Citizenship Amend-
ment Act. Speaking to an audience of 
over 800 people gathered in the LBJ 
auditorium for the event, Roy forcefully 
maintained that “India is being undone” 
by “an artificially constructed ‘aggrieved 
Hindu majority’ that is being tutored to 
believe that they are the only deserving 
citizens.” 

Roy used the occasion of the lecture 
to deliver a newly written essay, “Re-
ligious Nationalism, Dissent, and the 
Battle Between Myth and History,”which 
was subsequently published in Liter-
ary Hub. Bringing historical complexity 
to the contemporary moment in India, 
she insisted that “any single story of 
individual or community catastrophe 
and misfortune, however true it may be, 
should not be told in ways that erase the 
other stories...To flatten a messy history, 
to rob it of nuance, to weaponize it, will 
have dire consequences.” Her message 
ended urgently: “This battle will have to 
be waged by every single one of us. The 
blaze is at our door.”

After delivering the lecture, Roy read 
from some of her published fiction and 

nonfiction as she engaged in conversa-
tion with LBJ School of Public Affairs pro-
fessor Raj Patel and the audience about 
issues ranging from Indian politics and 
climate justice to the role of the writer 
as public intellectual.

The audience arrived eager to listen to 
Roy’s take on these urgent matters. She 
received a long applause even before 
she began, leading her to remark that 
“it’s rare that I arrive in a town and feel 
so welcomed and loved.” People stayed 
after the event, happily lining up for Roy 
to sign their copies of her books.

The event marked the 7th annual Sissy 
Farenthold Endowed Lecture, which is 
co-presented by the Rapoport Center 
and the Rothko Chapel. It aims to inspire 
audiences to think and act creatively in 
response to the greatest human rights 
challenges of the 21st century.

“It was moving to see Arundhati Roy 
receive such an embracing reception,” 
said Rapoport Center co-director Karen 
Engle. Noting that it was the first lecture 
Farenthold had not attended, having-
passed away last September, she contin-
ued: “I can’t imagine a better tribute in 
this moment to Sissy’s legacy.”

To see the recording of the lecture, 
which now has over 44,000 views on 
YouTube, visit www.youtube.com/c/
rapoportcenter.

Arundhati Roy delivers the Sissy Farenthold Endowed Lecture at the UT LBJ Auditorium in Austin, Texas (left); Rapoport Center co-directors Neville Hoad and Karen 
Engle and Rothko Chapel executive director David Leslie welcome Roy (top right); LBJ School of Public Affairs professor Raj Patel engages Roy in a conversation about 
her work and moderates the Q & A session (bottom right) (photos by Brian Birzer). 

“This battle will have to be waged by every single one of us. The blaze is at our door.” 
– Arundhati Roy
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Soon after the US Supreme Court 
eliminated the Constitutional right 
to abortion, the Rapoport Center 

sprang into action. Within weeks of Dobbs 
v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, 
the Center hosted a two-part webinar 
series titled “Strategies for Reproductive 
Justice in Texas after the End of Roe v. 
Wade: From the Local to the Global.” The 
webinars were viewed live by well over 
150 attendees.

“Strategies for Reproductive Justice” 
also inaugurated the new Sissy Farenthold 
Fund for Social Justice and Peace, which 
seemed fitting given that Farenthold 
recognized in 1977 that abortion access 
for poor women was already significantly 
restricted. Her linkage between this lack 
of access and other forms of injustice 
inspired the webinars and will animate 
future Fund activities.  

 Professor (now Dean) Rachel 
Rebouché, of Temple University Beasley 
School of Law, spoke 
at both webinars to 
identify the many legal 
uncertainties unleashed 
by Dobbs, particularly 
regarding interstate 
jurisdiction. With this 
context, the first webi-
nar convened elected 
officials to discuss ave-

nues available to them at the local, state, 
and federal level. The second included 
attorneys and community advocates to 
discuss present and future challenges for 
those who might pursue abortions with 
assistance from outside Texas.  

The webinars demonstrated the prom-
ises and limits of local protection for 
abortion rights. Both City Council mem-
ber Vanessa Fuentes and Travis County 
District Attorney José Garza discussed 
their efforts within their progressive 
jurisdictions to deprioritize or refuse the 
criminalization of abortion, while Texas 
Representative Donna Howard described 
an uphill battle at the Texas Legislature to 
prevent even further abortion-restrictive 
legislation. Suggesting that a response 
at the federal level might be the only way 
to limit state legislators and the Supreme 
Court, US Congressman Lloyd Doggett 
averred that “nothing short of legislation…
will fill the appalling void created by this 

recent Supreme Court decision.” 
Several speakers considered how the 

Dobbs decision would exacerbate long-
standing inequalities. Marsha Jones, 
Executive Director of The Afiya Center, 
called particular attention to the racialized 
impacts of reproductive health restric-
tions. “Black women’s fight for bodily 
autonomy is not new,” she emphasized. 
“We have to start with race, we have to 
start with gender, we have to start with 
equity.” Social movements will be critical 
to any change, Mexican attorney Rebeca 
Ramos Duarte, Executive Director of GIRE, 
reminded the audience, discussing the 
green handkerchief movement in Latin 
America.

 “The time for creative problem solving 
is upon us in the most dire circumstanc-
es,” said Jennifer Ecklund, an attorney for 
many abortion funds in Texas. Through 
the Sissy Farenthold Fund, the Rapoport 
Center aims to play an important role 

in that problem-solving. 
The webinars can be 
viewed at law.utexas.edu/
humanrights/events/
strategies-for-reproductive-
justice-in-texas-after-the-
end-of-roe-v-wade-from-
the-local-to-the-global/.

Fighting for Reproductive Justice 
After the End of Roe

“We have to start with race, we have to start 
with gender, we have to start with equity.” 

– Marsha Jones

Vanessa Fuentes 
Austin City Council Member 

District 2

Donna Howard 
Texas Representative 

District 48

Lloyd Doggett 
US Congressman
 Texas District 35

Karen Engle
Co-director

Rapoport Center

Rachel Rebouché 
Dean

Temple University 
Beasley School of Law

Marsha Jones 
Executive Director
The Afiya Center

José Garza 
Travis County 

District Attorney

Jennifer Ecklund 
Attorney for Texas 

abortion funds

Rebeca Ramos Duarte 
Executive Director 

GIRE - Mexico

Gabriela Torres
Undergraduate Intern 

Rapoport Center
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Scholars Discuss Worker Precarity in the Age of Pandemic

In Fall 2021, the Rapoport Center 
hosted “Inequality, Labor, and Human 
Rights: The Future of Work in an Age 

of Pandemic.” Leading scholars of law, 
sociology, geography, and political 
theory examined the future of work, in 
light of deeply entrenched historical 
and ongoing inequality within and 
across countries. The semester-long 
colloquium aimed to achieve a better 
understanding of the impact of labor 
valuation on racialized and gendered 
domination and accumulation 
and to generate more 
equitable imaginaries of work 
and livelihood. 

Jennifer Bair (Sociology, 
University of Virginia) opened 
the series by connecting the 
decline of labor’s share of income over 
the past three decades to the prolifera-
tion of global value chains and the inter-
twined dynamics of fissuring and finan-
cialization. Subsequent talks spanned a 
wide range of theoretical and empirical 
topics. Yiran Zhang (Law, Harvard Uni-
versity) presented her counter-intuitive 
research on the relative bargaining 

power held by informal Filipina domestic 
workers in China, while Carrie Freshour 
(Geography, University of Washington) 
described the transformation of the 
poultry industry in the US South and the 
disciplinary uses of time against Black 
workers it has entailed. David Kennedy 
(Law, Harvard University) argued that 
US approaches to political economy are 
constrained by limited understandings 
of the world system and an inability to 

understand law’s constitutive role in 
distribution. 

Alyssa Battistoni (Political Science, 
Barnard College) closed the speaker 
series with a proposal for seeing care 
work as a “green job,” contending that 
simply shifting jobs from fossil fuels to 
so-called green energy “is not a viable 
long-term strategy for either economic 
or ecological sustainability.” With words 

that summarized the emphasis of the 
colloquium as a whole, she concluded 
that “we must think more broadly and 
deeply about what kind of work we 
value.” 

The public colloquium was also part 
of a seminar taught by Professor Karen 
Engle and Rapoport Center postdoctoral 
fellow Nina Ebner, in which students 
from Texas Law and the LBJ School 
engaged with the work of the speak-
ers through oral and written feedback. 

They also wrote their 
own research papers 
and presented them 
in a mini-conference. 
Student research topics 
ranged from “hero pay” 
for essential workers 

and state minimum wage requirements 
to the impacts of international trade 
and migration policy on worker precar-
ity.

Recordings of the colloquium events, 
which also included responses from UT 
faculty, are available at www.youtube.
com/c/rapoportcenter.

“We must think more broadly and deeply 
about what kind of work we value.” 

– Alyssa Battistoni

“CLIMATE FUTURES AND THE FUTURE OF WORK: RETHINKING 
‘GREEN JOBS,’ REVALUING CARE WORK” 
Alyssa Battistoni, Assistant Professor of Political Science at Barnard College

“RETHINKING THE GLOBAL GOVERNANCE OF MIGRANT DOMESTIC 
WORKERS: THE HETERODOX CASE OF INFORMAL FILIPINA 
WORKERS IN CHINA”
Yiran Zhang, S.J.D. Candidate at Harvard Law School

“THROUGH A GLASS DARKLY: POLITICAL ECONOMY AND THE 
GREAT DISPARITIES” 
David Kennedy, Manley O. Hudson Professor of Law and Faculty Director, Institute for 
Global Law and Policy, Harvard Law School

“FROM CHICKEN TO BROILER: UNRAVELING THE SNARL OF 
CENTURIES”
Carrie Freshour, Assistant Professor in the Department of Geography, University of 
Washington

“FINANCIALIZATION, FISSURING, AND THE FUTURE OF WORK”
Jennifer Bair, Professor and Chair of the Department of Sociology, University of Virginia
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Unemployment hovers around 
43% in South Africa, with the 
conventional wisdom foreground-

ing economic growth as the solution to 
this problem. Yet, economic growth is 
virtually stagnant. Rather than raising 
the tide for all, increased growth would 
merely map onto existing racialized and 
gendered inequalities. The state has dis-
mally failed to create income-generating 
work or otherwise provide 
access to land and sustain-
able livelihoods.

To understand the concep-
tual and material contours 
of inequality and chronic 
poverty in South Africa and 
to build a network of stakeholders 
from various disciplines and advoca-
cy backgrounds that might together 
generate more innovative responses, 
the Rapoport Center partnered with 
the Labour, Development and Gover-
nance Research Unit at the University of 
Cape Town (UCT) for a year-long project 
supported by a seed grant from Texas 
Global at UT Austin. It culminated in a 
workshop—“Labor, Land and Livelihoods 

in Crisis: New Conversations on the 
Future of Work”—held at the UCT law 
school on June 11 and 12, 2022.

The public opening roundtable of 
the event set the stage for provocative 
discussions throughout on the promis-
es and pitfalls of a range of strategies: 
promoting new forms of land 
(re)distribution and reparations; 
attempting to grow and organize the 

informal sector; prioritizing employ-
ment-intensive growth; and trying to 
apply formal worker organization to 
informal, casual, and even unpaid social 
reproductive labor. Perhaps Tembeka 
Ngcukaitobi, author of Land Matters, a 
book about failed land reform in South 
Africa, best summed up the need for 
discussing both causes and solutions in 
deep historical context, insisting: “Short 
term solutions are not the answer, no 

matter how tempting they may be.” 
The roundtable was followed by three 

workshop sessions on topics that partic-
ipants had been meeting about over the 
year: under/unemployment, livelihoods 
and land reform, and new forms of work-
er organization. For the worker organi-
zation session, a number of represen-
tatives of US worker centers and unions 
joined via Zoom to provide comparative 

perspectives. 
The faculty organizing 

committees from UT and 
UCT are seeking funding 
to develop a follow-up 
proposal for a social 
compact on employment 

and sustainable livelihoods. “This 
project was the highlight of my year at 
the Rapoport Center,” said postdoctoral 
fellow Nina Ebner, who led the coordi-
nation of the project with a comparative 
perspective from her work with maqui-
ladoras in Mexico. “I look forward to 
staying involved, not only to continue 
the work in South Africa but because of 
how it enriches my own research on this 
side of the world.” 

Futures of Work, Land, and Livelihoods: South Africa in 
Comparative Perspective

“Short term solutions are not the answer, no 
matter how tempting they may be.” 

– Tembeka Ngcukaitobi

New Website on “Beyond the Future of Work” Project

The Rapoport Center’s new Beyond the Future of Work website is an 
interactive, living repository of the Center’s research and programming 
aimed at generating new imaginaries of work, livelihood, and value. 
Visit us at beyondthefutureofwork.rapoportcenter.org/.

Roundtable speakers (from left to right): Tembeka Ngcukaitobi (South African Law Reform Commission), Anthony Black (UCT), Pat Horn (WIEGO), Eddie Web-
ster (University of the Witwatersrand).

UCT organizers Shane Godfrey and Debbie Collier, with participants Ben 
Cousins (Institute for Poverty, Land and Agrarian Studies) and Busi Sibeko 
(South African Parliamentary Budget Office).
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“ Can the Law Save Tropical Forests?” was the title of 
the lecture delivered by Brazilian National High Court 
Justice Antonio Benjamin, a leading international en-

vironmental law scholar and former long-time Texas Law vis-
iting professor. He spoke to a broad-based audience in the 
Eidman Court Room on April 13, 2022. The talk capped Jus-
tice Benjamin’s week-long visit to UT as a visiting resource 
professor, co-sponsored by the Rapoport Center, the Teresa 
Lozano Long Institute of Latin American Studies (LLILAS), 
the LLILAS Benson Brazil Center, and Planet Texas 2050. In 
his lecture connecting environmental protection and human 
rights, Justice Benjamin discussed the extensive history 
of forest regulation, arguing that all forests are not equal, 
deforestation is not caused by impoverished communities, 
and neither the law nor market forces can solve everything. 
“If you are in doubt, protect nature,” he said as he high-
lighted the need for new legal concepts to shift political 
landscapes away from deforestation. “It was an honor to 
partner with the Rapoport Center,” said Professor Adela 
Pineda Franco, director of LLILAS. “It was an important 
opportunity to integrate research and policy by considering 
the connections between human rights and environmental 
justice.”

Brazilian Justice Antonio Benjamin Proposes New Legal 
Concepts to Combat Deforestation

Human Rights Litigator Talks Representation of Guantanamo 
Detainees, Portrayal in Blockbuster Film

The Rapoport Center and the Human Rights Law Society 
were honored to host internationally-recognized human 
rights lawyer Nancy Hollander to discuss her illustrious  

career. In preparation for the February 23 event, audience 
members watched the 2021 film The Mauritanian, an account 
of how Hollander (portrayed by Jodie Foster) secured the 
release of Mohamedou Ould Slahi, long-time Guantanamo 
detainee and author of Guantánamo Diary. 

Rapoport Center human rights scholar Grayson Myers began 
the discussion by asking Hollander about the making of the 
film. Hollander noted that when she and Slahi visited the Guan-
tanamo prison set, they were so shocked by its accuracy that 
they were frightened by the actors playing guards. 

Hollander and Professor Ranjana Natarajan, director of the 
Civil Rights Clinic, next discussed their shared experiences 
representing clients held and tortured at Guantanamo, which 
Hollander said encouraged her to make new connections be-
tween domestic police violations and CIA and military-conduct-
ed torture. Rapoport Center co-director Karen Engle closed the 
event by engaging with Hollander about her litigation on behalf 
of another Guantanamo client before international courts, 
which Hollander said had helped her gain the client’s trust.

“Nancy Hollander exceeded my already high expectations,” 
said Myers. Referencing Hollander’s parting call for law stu-
dents to “go out there and do good...lawyers can do miracles,” 
she continued: “I left even more empowered to bring justice 
into the lives of those who the rest of the world discounts.”

Justice Antonio Benjamin with Kim Heilbrun and Professor David Rabban 
after delivering his lecture at Texas Law. 

“If you are in doubt, protect nature.”  
– Justice Antonio Benjamin

“Go out there and do good...
lawyers can do miracles.”  

– Nancy Hollander

Human rights lawyer Nancy Hollander discusses her career. 
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The Rapoport Center awarded three named fellowships to fund 
law students working on human rights and social justice.  

Nina Colombotos received the Charles Moyer Human Rights 
Fellowship to intern in Austin at the Workers Defense Project, with 
whom the Rapoport Center has partnered on a number of projects. 
Colombotos remarked of her experience, “I’ve learned a great deal 
from the organizers, attorneys, and workers themselves who are 
committed to fighting for better working conditions for immigrant 
construction workers.”  

Duriba Khan and Carson Smith both received an Orlando Letelier 
and Ronnie Karpen Moffitt Endowed Presidential Scholarship in Law 
for their summer work. Khan interned at Reprieve US in Washington, 
D.C. and worked on the defense of six Guantanamo detainees. Khan 
said, “This experience helped me actualize my passion for national 
security law, and I hope to make a career out of it in the future.”  

Smith interned at the Mexican American Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund in San Antonio. Speaking about his time there, he 
remarked: “Working at MALDEF taught me the unique contributions 
a non-profit can make in voting rights litigation when otherwise 
powerful entities refuse to pay attention to the constituencies that 
matter.” 

The Charles Moyer Human Rights Fellowship is made possible by 
the generous donation of Scott Hendler and Lulu Flores in honor of 
human rights advocate Charles Moyer, who was the first Secretary 
of the Inter-American Court of Human Rights. The Orlando Letelier 
and Ronni Karpen Moffitt Endowed Presidential Scholarship was 
established by Michael Tigar to commemorate the former Chilean 
diplomat and the Institute for Policy Studies intern who were assas-
sinated in Washington D.C. in 1976 by two Chilean secret service 
agents. 

Human Rights FellowsFieldwork Grantees
The Rapoport Center supported the work of four PhD can-

didates engaging in research on the gendered and racialized 
dimensions of inequalities in work and livelihoods, primarily in 
the context of natural resource governance.  

Elybeth Alcantar (Geography and the Environment) traveled 
to the Mixteca Alta region of Oaxaca, Mexico to study how Mixtec 
communities are creating their own projects to defend knowl-
edge, ecologies, and Indigenous sovereignty in the wake of the 
Nochixtlán conflict of 2016.

Md Robayt Khondoker (Anthropology) engaged in ethnograph-
ic work in the Sundarbans region of Bangladesh, the largest 
remaining mangrove forest in the world.  Khondoker’s project 
studies the political tensions around reintegration and the every-
day lives of former armed groups, known as Dakats, who have 
returned to their communities. Those communities have been 
impacted by an unprecedented number of both infrastructure 
projects and conservation interventions   

Stephanie Childress (American Studies) visited community 
archives and conducted oral history interviews with residents and 
workers at wind farm construction sites in Texas for her project, 
“Violence and Inequality in the Transition from Oil to Green En-
ergy.” Concerned with local conflicts generated from the con-
struction of new wind projects that correlate to histories of labor 
disputes and racial violence during the region’s oil booms in the 
early 20th century, Childress’s fieldwork focused on resident’s 
memories of energy production, especially with regard to labor 
relations, energy inequalities, landowner rights, and cultures of 
violence and exclusion.

Jaime Hsu (Sociology) conducted research in a rural industrial 
town on the Texas coast for a project entitled “Caring for Toxins: 
Gendered Care in Chronic Pollution.” Building on feminist and 
environmental sociology, Hsu foregrounded women’s experi-
ences, specifically how they made sense of care work for their 
families and communities, to study the gendered processes that 
may shape how individuals think about or experience industrial 
pollution related to the oil and petrochemical industries.  

Law students receiving summer funding (from left to right): Nina Colombotos, 
Duriba Khan, Carson Smith.
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Alumni Meet for Virtual Happy Hour

Former Rapoport Center undergraduate 
intern Court M. Lee (BA UT, JD George-
town) is currently a senior program 
associate at the Vera Institute for 
Justice, working to establish universal 
representation programs across the 
country to provide publicly funded legal 
counsel to people facing deportation 
proceedings. Court 
is also a community 
organizer, primarily 
working with LGBTQIA+ 
youth in Queens, NY 
to build community 
solidarity and safety 
support systems among 
queer Filipinos and 
their elders. Previously, 
Court was a public 
defender in the Bronx. 
Court says that their 
experience interning with the Center in 
2011 as an undergraduate at UT Austin 
has influenced their career, observing 
that “the values I learned at the Rapoport 
Center helped to ground me within a 
humanitarian framework and to center 
those most impacted in everything I do.”

 Court was inspired to intern with the 
Center because of their interest in global 
human rights work and their experience 

Alumni Spotlight:
Court Lee

Former undergraduate intern Court Lee 
with Sissy Farenthold (photo courtesy of 
Lee)

as a child of immigrant parents born 
in Houston. Court played a significant 
role in launching the online exhibits of 
the Frances Tarlton “Sissy” Farenthold 
Papers, inventorying hundreds of pages 
of Sissy’s documents on human rights, 
feminist, and peace movements. Court 
had the opportunity to get to know Sissy 

personally and 
uplifts Sissy’s 
activism in their 
own human rights 
journey. Court 
notes that Sissy’s 
legacy shows 
how creating a 
more just world 
requires a global 
approach and 
consistent life-
long commitment.

Court continues to follow the Center 
and is excited about the opportunities 
for future interns: “I am proud and 
happy to see the ways in which the 
ideology and praxis at the Center has 
evolved over time and continues to 
connect the progressive movement with 
the day-to-day lived realities of people 
across the world.”

“The values I learned 
at the Rapoport Center 

helped to ground me 
within a humanitarian 

framework.” 
— Court Lee

Alumni from around the world joined a Rapoport Center virtual happy hour on December 9, 2021. Alumnus Jeremy Freeman (2004-2006), who has been an attorney in 
the Office of the Legal Adviser of the US State Department since 2009, was the featured speaker. Former postdoctoral fellow Lucas Lixinski (now law professor at UNSW in 
Sydney) and former undergraduate intern Sofia Bonilla (now studying international relations at Columbia University) organized the event. From left to right: Nina Ebner, Guneez 
Ibrahim, Lucas Lixinski, Jeremy Freeman, Neville Hoad, Karen Engle, Sabrina Barton, Gregory Krauss, Maka Hutson, Desiree LeClercq, Sofia Bonilla.
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Congratulations to Laura             
Petersen (Law, Melbourne) and 
Rajgopal Saikumar (English, NYU), 

who won first and second place, respec-
tively, for the annual Zipporah B. Wise-
man Prize for Scholarship on Law, Litera-
ture, and Justice. Friends and colleagues 
of long-time Texas Law Professor Zippo-
rah Wiseman (1930-2021) from around 
the country established the prize in honor 
of her important work at the intersection 
of law and literature. 

Petersen’s paper, “An Ethos of Restitu-
tion: Walter Schwarz and the Gloss,” ex-
plores the work of Dr. Walter Schwarz, a 
Jewish lawyer active in settling restitution 
claims in post-WWII Germany. His writings 
in the professional journal of restitution 
are in the form of “glosses” — short, 
rhetorical commentaries that often take 
literary forms and appear in the margins 
alongside neutrally worded case notes. 
Petersen demonstrates that Schwarz 
uses the gloss, literally situated in the 
margins of law, as a genre that can return 
a human dimension to what had become 
a rigid and bureaucratic process.

The nationwide 
panel of judges 
that selected 
Petersen’s paper 
expressed delight 
by its high quality. 
One commented 
that it is “truly 
fascinating as an 
exercise in excava-
tion” and “its dis-
cussion of ‘glossing’ is both off-beat and 
illuminating.” Texas Law faculty members 
agreed, and invited Petersen to present 
the paper at a virtual faculty colloquium 
co-sponsored by the Rapoport Center. 
Frederick Wiseman presented opening 
remarks and Professor Sandy Levinson 
served as a respondent. 

Petersen recently finished her PhD at 
the Institute for International Law and the 
Humanities at the Melbourne Law School 
(Australia), where she is now a visiting 
scholar. 

Both papers were published in the 
Rapoport Center’s Working Paper Series 
(see sidebar). 
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Laura Petersen

Zipporah B. Wiseman Prize Winner Looks at 
Restitution in Post-Holocaust Germany

Working Paper 
Series
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Miriam Zucker Wins Audre Rapoport Prize with 
Essay on Intra-Group and Inter-Group Vulnerability

Congratulations to Miriam Zucker (Uni-
versity of Toronto) for winning the 2021 
Audre Rapoport Prize for Scholarship 

on Gender and Human Rights. The annual prize 
was established by Texas linguistics profes-
sor Robert King to honor the pioneering work 
and commitments of Audre Newman Rapoport 
(1923-2016).

Zucker’s winning paper, “Between Intra-Group 
Vulnerability and Inter-Group Vulnerability: 
Bridging the Gaps in the Theoretical Scholar-
ship on Internal Minorities,” uses ethnographic 
data from personal interviews to center the 
migrant and refugee experience. Rather than 
emphasizing smugglers as the primary source 
of violence, her research implicates securi-
tization processes, state bureaucracies, and 
anti-trafficking and anti-smuggling humanitar-
ian projects, all of which relegate migrants to 
a “right-less” zone of economic, political, and 

social vulnerability.
Miriam Zucker wrote the paper as an SJD 

candidate at the University of Toronto Facul-
ty of Law, where she graduated from in June 
2021. She is currently an Adjunct Professor 
and a visiting research fellow at Osgoode Hall 
Law School, York University. 

Her paper was published in the Rapoport 
Center’s Working Paper Series (see sidebar).

Miriam Zucker

An Ethos of Restitution: 
Walter Schwarz and the 
Gloss
by Laura Petersen

Duty to Disobey: Modern-
ism, Autonomy, and Dissi-
dence in the Global 1930 
by Rajgopal Saikumar 

Between Intra-Group Vul-
nerability and Inter-Group 
Vulnerability: Bridging the 
Gaps in the Theoretical 
Scholarship on Internal 
Minorities
by Miriam Zucker

A Clean Slate for No One: 
The Need for Automatic 
Expungement Policies 
by Michael Hiestand

Precarity Capitalism and 
the Global Value Chain in 
Beef: The Plight of Meat-
packing Workers at JBS 
Greeley 
by John Fossum

To read and comment on 
these or previous papers, 
visit law.utexas.edu/human-
rights/projecttype/work-
ing-paper-series/.
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KAREN ENGLE is Minerva House 
Drysdale Regents Chair in Law 
and founder and co-director 
of the Rapoport Center. She 
publishes and lectures extensively 
on international law and human 
rights, with focuses on indigenous 
and Afro-descendant rights in the 
Americas, gender, and criminal law.

NEVILLE HOAD is associate 
professor of English and co-
director of the Rapoport Center. 
He is also faculty affiliate of the 
Center for Women’s and Gender 
Studies and the Center for African 
and African American Studies. His 
research focuses on African and 
Victorian literature, queer theory, 
and the history of sexuality.

CAROLINE HAHN is program 
coordinator at the Rapoport 
Center. She recently graduated 
with an MPAff and certificate in 
nonprofit studies from the LBJ 
School of Public Affairs, where 
she worked with the RGK Center 
for Philanthropy and Community 
Service on strategic planning 
and research related to digital 
technology policy and social 
justice philanthropy.

STAFF

ARIEL DULITZKY is clinical 
professor of law and the director 
of the Human Rights Clinic. He 
also directs the Rapoport Center’s 
fellowship program. Dulitzky is 
an expert on the inter-American 
human rights system and has 
published on human rights, racial 
discrimination, and the rule of law 
in Latin America.

NINA EBNER was postdoctoral 
fellow in 2021-2022, working on 
on the Center’s future of work and 
livelihoods project. She holds a PhD 
in Geography from the University 
of British Columbia. Ebner is 
an Urban Studies Foundation 
postdoctoral research fellow with 
the Colegio de México’s Centro de 
Estudios Demográficos Urbanos y 
Ambientales (CEDUA) in Mexico City. 

JACOB BLAS was program 
coordinator at the Rapoport Center 
in 2022, where he coordinated 
events, communications, 
internships, fundraising, and 
supported the Center’s daily 
operations. He holds a BA from 
UT Austin in Mexican American & 
Latina/o Studies and Rhetoric & 
Writing. Blas is a Fall 2022 intern 
with the White House Internship 
Program in Washington D.C. 

COOPER CHRISTIANCY is 
postgraduate fellow working on the 
Center’s human rights projects. He 
earned a JD with concentrations in 
international law and human rights 
from the University of Minnesota 
Law School. He joins the Rapoport 
Center from the Promise Institute 
for Human Rights at the UCLA 
School of Law, where he served as 
the Research and Advocacy Advisor 
to the UN Special Rapporteur on 
contemporary forms of racism.
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SABRINA BARTON was 
administrative and development 
associate at the Rapoport Center, 
where she coordinated grant-
writing and fundraising initiatives 
and assisted with publications 
and communications. Barton 
holds a PhD in English from 
Cornell University. She is currently 
an independent screenwriter in 
Austin. 
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DANIEL 
WOODWARD 

Law (JD)

EVE WANG 
Law (JD)

GRAYSON MYERS
Law (JD)

HUMAN RIGHTS SCHOLARS GRADUATE FELLOWS

STEPHANIE 
FLORES (Spring 

2021)
English (BA)

UNDERGRADUATE INTERNS

HANNA THAI 
(Fall 2021)

Government and 
International 
Relations & 

Global Studies 
(BA)

TREASURE IBE
(Summer 2022) 

International 
Relations & 

Global Studies 
(BA)

GIULIA OPREA 
American Studies 

(PhD)

KAITLIN 
PASSAFIUME 

Spanish & 
Portuguese (PhD) 

SAMRIDHDI 
SHRESTHA

Neuroscience 
(BS)

EMILY ANAYA
Communication 
and Leadership 

(BS)

NAIMA SAGAR
International 
Relations and 

Economics (BA)

GABRIELA 
TORRES 

Latin American 
Studies (BA)

BARBARA HARLOW INTERNS IN 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND SOCIAL JUSTICE

ADVISORY BOARDS

BEN BARNES, Founding Partner and Principal, Ben Barnes
Group LP; Former Lieutenant Governor of Texas

LISA FUENTES, Independent Scholar & Writer

SUSAN KARAMANIAN, Dean, College of Law, Hamad Bin Khalifa
University

DAVID KENNEDY, Manley O. Hudson Professor of Law and Faculty
Director, Institute for Global Law and Policy, Harvard Law School

GARRY MAURO, Independent Government Relations
Professional; Former Texas Land Commissioner

ÁLVARO RESTREPO, Co-Founder, El Colegio del Cuerpo

MICHAEL E. TIGAR, Emeritus Professor of the Practice of Law at Duke 
University School of Law and Professor Emeritus of Law at 
American University Washington College of Law

GERALD TORRES, Jane M.G. Foster Professor of Law at Cornell
Law School

RAPOPORT CENTER
JOSÉ AYLWIN, Coordinator, Globalization and Human Rights Program,
Observatorio Ciudadano, Chile; Adjunct Professor of Law, Universidad
Austral de Chile

UPENDRA BAXI, Emeritus Professor, School of Law, University of
Warwick

DENNIS DAVIS, Judge, High Court of Cape Town; Professor, University
of Cape Town

HILAL ELVER,  UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food; Research
Professor and Co-director, Project on Global Climate Change, Human
Security, and Democracy, UC Santa Barbara

DAVID KENNEDY, Manley O. Hudson Professor of Law and Faculty
Director, Institute for Global Law and Policy, Harvard Law School

BALAKRISHAN RAJAGOPAL, Associate Professor of Law and
Development; Founding Director, Program on Human Rights and 
Justice, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

MAGDALENA SEPÚLVEDA, Senior Research Associate, UN Research
Institute on Social Development; former UN Special Rapporteur on
Extreme Poverty & Human Rights

RODRIGO UPRIMNY YEPES, Emeritus Professor of Law, National
University of Colombia; Director of Drug Policy, Dejusticia

INEQUALITY PROJECT



AFRICAN & AFRICAN DIASPORA 
STUDIES
Omoniyi Afolabi
Bedour Alagraa
Nicole Burrowes
Edmund T. Gordon
Mónica Jiménez •
Minkah Makalani
Marcelo J.P. Paixão
Pavithra Vasudevan 
Daisy Guzman
Jaden Janak

AMERICAN STUDIES
Cary Cordova
Shirley Thompson
Ja’nell N. Ajani
Holly Genovese
Giulia Oprea 

ANTHROPOLOGY
Kamran Asdar Ali •
James Brow
Jason Cons •
Sofian Merabet
Marina Peterson
Christen Smith 
Pauline Turner Strong
Kenza Yousfi
Samuel Law
Sarah Eleazar Sadiq
Alexandra Diyana Sastrawati

ARCHITECTURE
Sarah Lopez
Bjørn Sletto
Magdalena Novoa

ART & ART HISTORY
George Flaherty

ASIAN STUDIES
Heather Hindman

COMMUNICATIONS 
Shiv Ganesh
Brad Limov

EDUCATION
Angela Valenzuela

ENGLISH
Evan Carton
Susan S. Heinzelman
Neville Hoad
Heather Houser
Roger Reeves •
Annie O. Bares
Haley Eazor

ETHNOMUSICOLOGY & 
MUSICOLOGY
Robin Moore
Luisa Nardini
Sonia Tamar Seeman
Stephen Slawek

FRENCH & ITALIAN
Douglas G. Biow

GEOGRAPHY & 
THE ENVIRONMENT
Sheryl Beach
Rich Heyman
Gregory W. Knapp
Rebecca M. Torres

GERMANIC STUDIES
Katherine M. Arens
Pascale Bos
Barbara Laubenthal

GOVERNMENT
Daniel M. Brinks •
Henry Dietz
David V. Edwards
Zachary Elkins
Rhonda Evans
Michael Findley
Gary P. Freeman
Kenneth Greene
Benjamin Gregg
Clement Henry
Gary J. Jacobsohn
Abraham Barranca

Christine Bird
Nathalia Sandoval Rojas
Kyle Shen

HISTORY
Erika Bsumek 
Judith Coffin
Yoav Di-Capua
Toyin Falola
Virginia Garrard
Laurie B. Green
Madeline Y. Hsu
Mark Atwood Lawrence
Tracie M. Matysik
Megan Seaholm
Denise A. Spellberg
Emilio Zamora
Chris Babits
Courtney Broderick
Natalie Cincotta
Marcelo Jose Domingos
Marcus Golding
Paula O’Donnell
Jimena Perry
Alina Scott
Tabias Olajuawon Wilson

INTERNAL MEDICINE
Alejandro Moreno
Jewel Mullen 
Snehal Patel

JOURNALISM
Mercedes de Uriarte
Donna DeCesare
Robert Jensen

LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES
Adela Pineda Franco
Ana-Isabel Braconnier
Gabriela Kane
Pablo Millalen
Jesús Nazario
Davi Pereira, Jr.
Fatima Valdivia
Olimpia Montserrat Valdivia Ramirez
Ricardo Velasco
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Maribel Bello

LAW
Samy Ayoub
Bill Beardall
Oren Bracha
Michael J. Churgin
Mechele Dickerson
Ariel Dulitzky •
Erik Encarnacion
Karen Engle
Lauren Fielder
Joseph Fishkin
William E. Forbath
Cary Franklin
Helen Gaebler
Julius G. Getman
Denise Gilman •
Patricia I. Hansen
Eden E. Harrington
Barbara Hines
Derek Jinks
Jennifer Laurin
Sanford V. Levinson
Jim Marcus
Ranjana Natarajan
Thea Jane Posel
Jonathan Pratter
Elissa C. Steglich
Jordan Steiker
Stephen I. Vladeck
Jay Westbrook
Anna Arganashvili
Tabea Duschl
Malia Hamilton
Gloria Jones
Olivia Kickert
Savannah Kumar
Lindsey Mitchell 
Bahar Sahami

LINGUISTICS
Robert King

MEXICAN AMERICAN & LATINA/O STUDIES
Antonio Vásquez

MIDDLE EASTERN 
STUDIES
Jeannette Okur

NEUROSCIENCE
Max Snodderly

PHILOSOPHY
Jeffrey Leon •

PSYCHIATRY
Octavio N. Martinez, Jr
Stephen Sonnenberg

PUBLIC AFFAIRS
James Galbraith
Rana Siu Inboden
Alan J. Kuperman
Erin Lentz
Ray Marshall
Raj Patel
David Warner
Ruth Wasem
Madison Donham 
Dana Johnson
Michael Kiel
Sophie Morse
Sadikshya Nepal
Elisa Santana

RADIO-TELEVISION-FILM
Anne Lewis

SOCIAL WORK
Noël Busch-Armendariz
Tanya Voss 
Luis Zayas
Dilara Hasdemir 
John Sullivan

SOCIOLOGY
Michael Sierra-Arévalo 
Javier Auyero
Sarah Brayne
Mounira M. Charrad
Sheldon Ekland-Olson
Daniel Fridman

Gloria González-López
Lynette Osborne
Bryan R. Roberts
Sharmila Rudrappa
Marta Ascherio
Kathleen Broussard
Caitlin Carroll
Thatcher Combs
Ilana Friedman
Maricarmen Hernandez
Katherine Hill
Vrinda Marwah
Andrew Messamore
Beth Prosnitz
Ilya Slavinski
Erika Slaymaker
Kara Takasaki
Maro Youssef

SPANISH & PORTUGUESE
Luis E. Cárcamo-Huechante
Héctor Domínguez-Ruvalcaba
Lorraine Leu •
Gabriela Polit
Sandro Sessarego
Kaitlin Passafiume
Vera Burrows 
Cassandra Knaff
Daniel Nourry
Mariana Sabino-Salazar
Jessica Sanchez Flores

TEXAS PERFORMING ARTS
Bob Bursey
Judith Rhedin

THEATRE & DANCE
Paul Bonin-Rodriguez
Lyn Wiltshire
Khristian Eduardo Mendez Aguirre
Katie Van Winkle

AFFILIATES



Many Thanks To Our 2021—2022 Donors
SU

PP
O

R
TE

R
S

16

CHAMPION ($25,000 or more)
Anonymous *

The Ford Foundation

ADVOCATE ($5,000—$10,000)
Scott Hendler & Lulu Flores

Sissy Farenthold Fund Circle of Friends (see page 3)
Dorothy Slater-Brown ‡

SUPPORTER ($1,000—$4,999)
Susan L. Karamanian 

James M. Phillips 
Sissy Farenthold Fund Allies (see page 3)

CONTRIBUTOR ($500—$999)
David Gilman

Michael E. Tigar
Lauren Weiss

FRIEND (up to $499)
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP *

Robert & Therese Alexander *

Anonymous *

Rachel Belkin

Kara Blomquist

Denise Bowyer *

Terry Box

Annie Bright *

Alexander Bunin *

Carlton Carl *

Donna Carroll *

Caroline Carter

Anna Carter *

Mary Elizabeth Cofer *

Carol Courtney *

Diana Crosby *

Charles R. Dahl *

Marcia Davidoff

Gayle & Mike DeGeurin *

Chris Dorville & Annie Ryerson *

Matthew Dunlap

Maddy Dwertman

Sarah Eliason *

Margaret Eubank

Anne Fairbanks *

Steven Fenberg *

Sherman S. Fricks, Jr. *

Ann Friedman *

Susan Fuldauer *

Sally Garwood *

Lori & David Goehring *

Gerilyn Gordon

Janet Griffin-Graves

Theresa Grayson

Kurt Guerdrum *

Karen Hadden & Tom Smith *

Dorothy Hall

Alicia Hoover *

Maka Hutson *

Noel Jordan †

David Judd

Melissa Keempffe *

Gregory Krauss

Ann Leifeste *

Robert & Michael Leleux *

Julia Lerman *

Fred Lewis *

Robert Lee Mahan *

Brenda Marsh & Jonathan Weiss *

Skip Marsh *

Charlie McNabb *

Stacey Martin *

Pamela Miller *

Elizabeth Hansing Moon

Patricia Ann Morrison *

Morrison & Foerster, L.L.P.

Hilary Mosty *

Cheryl Moxley

Sunil Murthy

Elizabeth Nguyen

Paul Nugent *

Jesse Oliver

Robert Ozer

Cynthia M. Perry *

Barbara Radnofsky *

Madeleine Richards

Marla Riddlespurger *

Clifford Rudisill *

Gregory Sapire

Ann Schaleck †

Wayne Shandera *

Chula Sims *

Patricia Sisti *

Susan Sloan *

Amy Solomon *

Lesley Sommer

Scott Spencer *

Clark Stanton *

Russell Still

Mark Tate

Sandra Thomson *

Leanne Thoreson †

Charles Thrash *

Emily Todd *

Mary Beth Touchstone *

LiMing Tseng *

Jeffrey Wilson

Patrick Whelan *

Pamela Yanco *

Angela Yowell

Mimi H. Yu

SISSY FARENTHOLD FUND FOUNDERS 
($10,000 or more)

See page 3

*     Sissy Farenthold Fund
†     Zipporah B. Wiseman Prize
‡     Sissy Farenthold Endowed Lecture
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THE YEAR TO COME

We are delighted to announce that acclaimed reproductive justice scholar Professor Dorothy Rober ts will 
deliver the 8th Annual Frances Tarlton “Sissy” Farenthold Endowed Lecture in Peace, Social Justice and 
Human Rights. The lecture will take place on February 15, 2023 at the Rothko Chapel in Houston. Rober ts 

is the George A . Weiss University Professor of Law and Sociology and the Raymond Pace and Sadie Tanner Mossell 
Alexander Professor of Civil Rights at the University of Pennsylvania Carey Law School. She is also founding 
director of the Penn Program on Race, Science & Society in the Center for Africana Studies. Professor Rober ts 
is an influential and incisive critic of contemporary issues in health, social justice, and bioethics, especially as 
they relate to race, class, and gender. Her books include Torn Apar t: How the Child Welfare System Destroys 
Black Families—and How Abolition Can Build a Safer World (2022), Fatal Invention: How Science, Politics, and Big 
Business Re-create Race in the Twenty-f irst Century (2011), Shattered Bonds: The Color of Child Welfare (2002), 
and Killing the Black Body: Race, Reproduction, and the Meaning of Liber ty (1997).   

Photo of Professor Dorothy Roberts. 

Join our mailing list to learn about 
upcoming events: law.utexas.edu/
humanrights/mailing-list/.

Stay tuned for information about 
our annual colloquium, which 
will be held in Spring 2023. The 
biweekly speaker series, Cultures 
of Environmental Justice: Rights, 
Movements, Communities, will 
feature scholars from around the 
world engaged in environmental 
justice.  

2022-2023 Events 

*     Sissy Farenthold Fund
†     Zipporah B. Wiseman Prize
‡     Sissy Farenthold Endowed Lecture
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