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Some Leading Activists

The legal activists have a broad range of per-
sonal interests, and their work reaches into
many areas of the law. Alan Dershowitz, thirty-
three, who teaches criminal law at Harvard,
has defended Hair and | Am Curious (Yellow)
against obscenity charges. “In the future we’re
going to have to assume that everyone will
assert his rights,” he says. ““Maybe the sys-
tem won’t hold up.” Michael Tigar, thirty, is at
the Center for the Study of Democratic Institu-
tions. He has defended Yippie Abbie Hoffman
and antiwar demonstrators, and was jailed for
contempt during the Chicago Seven conspir-
acy. trial. John Banzhaf lll, thirty-one, a pro-
fessor at George Washington University’s law
school, prodded Congress into banning ciga-
rette commercials. David Sive, forty-eight, a
partner in the Manhattan firm of Winer, Neu-
burger & Sive, became concerned about the
environment ‘‘simply because | liked to hike
in the woods.” He has successfully opposed a
chemical plant at Hilton Head Island, South
Carolina, and an expressway along the Hudson
River. Sive is currently representing several
groups opposing an Atomic Energy Commis-
sion plan to explode a nuclear device in Alaska
this fall. Edgar and Jean Camper Cahn direct
organizations in Washington concerned with
clinical education for lawyers and monitoring
the performance of federal agencies. ““Democ-
racy can’'t work unless we find out where the
injustices are,” says Edgar Cahn. “Its failure
to ask has been the profession’s fundamental
failure.” Anthony Amsterdam, thirty-six, teach-
es at Stanford. He will argue cases on the
constitutionality of capital punishment before
the Supreme Court this fall. Gladys Kessler and
Anthony Roisman, both thirty-three, are part-
ners in Berlin, Roisman & Kessler, a leading
public-interest law firm in Washington. They
are active in employment discrimination and
environmental-protection cases.
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