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ALUMNI NEWS
Click on headlines to read more.

“Pay it Back and Pay it
Forward”
Julianne Grellner ’22 is the 2023 Mentor of the

Year.

Steve Benesh ’87: State Bar
President-Elect
He is one of several alumni serving the bar this

year.

Salinas Evans ’95 to Lead
Career Services
“She is a towering combination of talent,

experience, and leadership,” says Dean Bobby

Chesney.

Simmons ’07 Tapped for
Justice Center
After multiple leadership roles, she takes on

directorship of the school’s �agship public

service program.

Read More Alumni News

Ready to Make a
Texas-Sized Impact?
By giving to the Fund for Texas

Law, you provide your Law School

with the �exible funds necessary

to support the people, places, and

programs that need it the most.

This year, we achieved so much

thanks to the support of alumni like

you, but we believe even bigger

things are yet to come. We hope

you will keep the momentum going

by contributing to the Fund. Give to the Fund Today

LAW SCHOOL NEWS
Click on headlines to read more.

“I’m Glad to Be Back
in Texas”
Six members of the Class of 2026 share the

inspirations, their big dreams, and why Texas Law

was the right choice for them.

Texas Law Welcomes
New Faculty
Welcome to Jamein Cunningham, Kristin

Hickman, and Joshua Sellers, acclaimed scholars

and award-winning teachers.



Meet Our New Clinicians
Texas Law students have three exciting new

clinicians to work with: Vasu Behara, Rene Gaitan,

and Nicole Simmons.

Don’t Just Survive—Thrive!
Students lead the way with Thriving in Law

School, an innovative approach to creating a

sense of belonging.

Read More Texas Law News

 

FACULTY IN THE NEWS

Pictured (from left): Erin Busby, James Spindler, Jeana Lungwitz, Thomas McGarity.

These faculty members have been quoted in news stories over the past few

months: Jeffrey Abramson, Erin Busby, Stephen Collis, Lisa Eskow, Liliana

Garces, Denise Gilman, Michael Golden, John Greil , Tara Leigh Grove, Lee

Kovarsky, Andrew Kull, Jennifer Laurin, Jeana Lungwitz, Mimi Marziani,

Thomas McGarity, Susan Morse, Lawrence Sager, Elizabeth Sepper,

James Spindler, Elissa Steglich, Michael Sturley, Stephen Vladeck, and

Heather Way.

Read Faculty in the News

 

ALUMNI EVENTS
September 7-8 – 18th Annual Advanced Texas Administrative Law Seminar,

UT CLE

September 11 – Rapoport Center Reproductive Justice Colloquium, Rachel

Rebouche

September 15 – Scholarship Luncheon (by invitation)

September 15 – Kay Bailey Hutchison Energy Center 8th Annual

Symposium “Energy Realities: Best of ‘All of the Above’”

September 28 – Civic Engagement & Mass Incarceration, William Wayne

Justice Center for Public Interest Law

September 28-29 – 9th Annual Government Enforcement Institute, UT CLE

October 6 – Dallas Alumni Event

October 20 – Houston Alumni Event

November 3 – Alumni Association Executive Committee Fall Meeting

November 4 – Alumni Tailgate Extravaganza 25th Anniversary

November 10 – Fort Worth Alumni Event

View More Texas Law Events

 



CLASS NOTES
Ordered by class year, then by last name.

Pictured (top, from left): Monica Ingram '98, Parker Folse '82, Jim Hill '78, Danielle "DJ"

Healey '85; and (bottom, from left): Neal Manne '80, Mariah Berry '18, Hon. Hyattye O.

Simmons '84, and Marissa Marquez '07.

David J. Beck ’65 was named to the 2024 edition of Best Lawyers in

America and the 2023 Lawdragon 500 Leading Global Litigators list.

James Rhodes ’65 was appointed by the president of the New York City Bar

Association to a panel of senior attorneys that hears disputes.

Jack O'Neill ’72 was recognized in the 2024 edition of Best Lawyers in

America for Oil and Gas and Commercial Litigation, and also received

honors for his appellate practice.

Jesse Pierce ’74 was recognized in the 2024 edition of Best Lawyers in

America for his legal work in Natural Resources, Oil and Gas, and

Commercial Litigation.

Jeff Civins ’75 was honored by the Environmental and Natural Resources

Law Section of the State Bar of Texas with the creation of the Jeff Civins

Volunteer of the Year Award.

Arthur M. Nathan ’75 was recognized in the 2024 edition of The Best

Lawyers in America for Tax Law.

Joe W. Redden, Jr. ’75 was included in the 2024 edition of Best Lawyers in

America for his work in Personal Injury Litigation – Defendants.

George Christopher Scruggs ’76 published the novel "Marshland" under

the pen name Alystair West.

Jim Hill ’78 was recognized as the 2024 Best Lawyers in America's

Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law

"Lawyer of the Year" in San Diego.

Neal Manne ’80 was named "Lawyer of the Year" in Houston for Litigation-

Antitrust by The Best Lawyers in America.

Parker Folse ’82 was named "Lawyer of the Year" in Seattle for Antitrust

Litigation by The Best Lawyers in America.

The Hon. Hyattye Simmons ’84 was reappointed by the State Bar of Texas

to serve as the 2023-24 chair of the Pattern Jury Charges Committee on

General Negligence, Intentional Personal Torts, & Workers’ Compensation.  

Danielle "DJ" Healey ’85 joined Spencer Fane LLP's Intellectual Property

Practice Group as a partner in the �rm's Houston of�ce.

Steve Benesh '87 was elected president-elect of the State Bar of Texas

Solace Southwick ’88 joined Hogan Thompson Schuelke LLP as of counsel.

Darcell Walker ’88 published an eBook titled "Divine Directions for

Deliverance from Debt."

Alistair B. Dawson ’89 was honored with the Judge Sam Williams Award by

the State Bar of Texas Local Bar Services Committee and was included in

the 2024 edition of Best Lawyers in America for Commercial Litigation.

Stacey Jernigan ’89 and her novel “Hedging Death” were featured in an

article about a hedge-fund manager who is citing evidence from the novel

to bolster his recusal request.

Eric Nichols ’89 was appointed as chair of the Texas Board of Criminal

Justice.

Joseph M. Cox ’90 joined Duane Morris LLP as a partner in the �rm’s Trial

Practice Group in its Dallas of�ce.  

Brian N. Hail ’90 was recognized in the 2024 edition of The Best Lawyers in

America for Commercial Litigation.

Andrea Marshall ’91 was elected chairperson of SC Launch, Inc., and will

serve on the board of trustees of the South Carolina Research Authority.

Richard Valle ’91 was named one of the Best Car Accident Lawyers in

Albuquerque by Forbes Advisor.

Fields Alexander ’92 was included in the 2024 edition of Best Lawyers in



Fields Alexander 92 was included in the 2024 edition of Best Lawyers in

America.

Tarek F.M. Saad ’92 joined Reid Collins & Tsai LLP as partner.

Paul Schuster ’92 joined Bracewell LLP's Dallas of�ce as a partner in the

litigation department.

Christopher Hawkins ’93 was included in the 2024 edition of Best Lawyers

in America for his work in Bankruptcy and Creditor Debtor

Rights/Insolvency and Reorganization Law.

Jeffrey B. Simon ’93 wrote a book titled Last Rights: The Fight to Save the

7th Amendment that will be published in September 2023.

Vanessa Grif�th ’94 was named general counsel of Vinson & Elkins after

serving as deputy general counsel at the �rm.

John Wander ’94 joined Talen Energy as general counsel.

Aaron Gelb ’95 was recognized as one of 11 "Band 2" attorneys in

Chambers USA's national rankings of OSHA defense practitioners.

Scott Clark ’98 was included in the 2024 edition of Best Lawyers in

America for his work in Intellectual Property law.

Monica Ingram ’98 was named vice provost for enrollment management at

Seattle University.

Jonathan E. Lass ’99 was named the recipient of the 2022-2023 Adjunct

Professor of the Year Award by the Student Bar Association of the

University of Texas School of Law.

Jason Pratt ’99 was promoted to partner at Shearman & Sterling’s New

York of�ce.

Christopher V. Popov ’01 was elected to the State Bar of Texas Board of

Directors for Houston, District 4, Place 2.

David Curran ’02 was appointed as general counsel to the University of

Arkansas System.

Geoff Gannaway ’02 was included in the 2024 edition of Best Lawyers in

America for his work in Commercial Litigation.

Brad Caldwell ’03 was included in the 2024 edition of Best Lawyers in

America for his work in Intellectual Property and Patent trials.

Dina Koch ’03 joined the Dean Law Firm as of counsel and will focus on

growing the �rm's community-based Wills, Trusts, and Estate Practice.

Mitch Little ’03 was included in the 2024 edition of Best Lawyers in

America for his work in for Arbitration and Litigation–Real Estate.

Justin G. Mapes ’03 joined Blank Rome LLP as a partner in the Real Estate

Practice group based in the �rm's new Dallas of�ce.

Rebecca Olla ’03 joined the Bishop Law Firm in Raleigh, N.C., as an attorney,

representing the �rm's personal injury and workers' compensation clients.

Chris Hamilton ’04 was included in the 2024 edition of Best Lawyers in

America for his work in personal injury and product liability trials, as well as

his expertise in medical malpractice lawsuits.

Allison S. Miller ’04 was included in the 2024 edition of Best Lawyers in

America for her work in Legal Malpractice Law–Defendants and

Professional Malpractice Law–Defendants.

Chante Brantley ’06 was recognized as the August 2023 Volunteer

Attorney of the Month at the Dallas Volunteer Attorney Program.

William G. Hagans ’06 was elected to the Texas Bar Foundation Board of

Trustees, serving as fellows secretary.

Rudy K. Metayer ’06 was elected to the State Bar of Texas Board of

Directors for Austin, District 9, Place 1.

Joshua J. Bruckerhoff ’07 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The

Next Generation guide.

Marissa Marquez ’07 was promoted to labor and employment counsel at

Houston Methodist Hospital.

Michael McBride ’08 was included in the 2024 edition of Best Lawyers in

America for his work in Intellectual Property law.

Nathaniel J. Palmer ’08 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The

Next Generation guide.

Mark F. Rosenow ’08 joined the �rm PilieroMazza as a counsel in the

Litigation & Dispute Resolution Group.

Keith Y. Cohan ’09 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The Next

Generation guide.

Kat Li ’09 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The Next Generation

guide.

Randy Sawyer ’09 was named general counsel for the clean-energy

company Urban Grid.



Jeremy Wells ’09 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The Next

Generation guide.

Britney E. Harrison ’10 was elected to the State Bar of Texas Board of

Directors for Dallas, District 6, Place 3.

Shane Pennington ’10 joined Porter Wright Morris & Arthur LLP as partner

in its Washington, D.C., of�ce.

Utsav Mathur ’11 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The Next

Generation guide.

Denton Nichols ’11 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The Next

Generation guide.

John Summers ’11 returned to the Dallas-based intellectual property and

business litigation �rm Caldwell Cassady & Curry following his recent stint

as an assistant U.S. attorney for the Northern District of Texas.

Amber K. Dodds ’12 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The Next

Generation guide.

Neil Gehlawat ’12 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The Next

Generation guide.  

Ryan M. Goldstein ’12 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The Next

Generation guide.

Alden Harris ’12 was included in the 2024 edition of Best Lawyers in

America for his work in Patent litigation.

Patrick K. Johnson ’12 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The

Next Generation guide.

Scott D. Saldaña ’12 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The Next

Generation guide.

Rafe A. Schaefer ’12 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The Next

Generation guide.

Patrick Yarborough ’12 was appointed to the Plaintiffs' Steering

Committee of the In re Meta Pixel Tax Filing Cases pending in the U.S.

District Court for the Northern District of California.

Ryan Ellis ’13 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The Next

Generation guide.

Jackie Furlow ’13 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The Next

Generation guide and the 2024 edition of Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch for

her work in Commercial Litigation and Energy Law.

Parth S. Gejji ’13 was named in the 2024 edition of Best Lawyers: Ones to

Watch for his work in Appellate Practice.

Jeb Golinkin ’13 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The Next

Generation guide.

Rachael K. Jones ’13 was elected to the State Bar of Texas Board of TYLA

Board of Directors for Dallas, District 6, Place 3.

Nishi Kothari ’13 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The Next

Generation guide.

Colin Watterson ’13 was selected for inclusion in the Benchmark Litigation

40 & Under listing.  

Samantha Jarvis ’14 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The Next

Generation guide.

Michael Kelso ’14 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The Next

Generation guide.

Rocco Magni ’14 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The Next

Generation guide.

Stephanie L. Matherne ’14 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The

Next Generation guide.

Austin C. Whitmore ’14 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The

Next Generation guide.

Nicholas Bruno ’15 was named in the 2024 edition of Best Lawyers: Ones to

Watch for his work in Appellate Practice and Commercial Litigation.

Amy Farish ’15 was promoted to partnership at the litigation boutique

Yetter Coleman, LLP.

Mary Kate Raffetto ’15 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The

Next Generation guide and the 2024 edition of Best Lawyers: Ones to

Watch for her work in Appellate Practice and Commercial Litigation.

Kelsi Stayart White ’15 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The

Next Generation guide.

W. Jared Berg ’16 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The Next

Generation guide.

Garrett Brawley ’16 was named in the fourth edition of Best Lawyers: Ones

to Watch for his work in Commercial Litigation, Antitrust Litigation, and

Trusts and Estates Litigation.



Amanda Goldstein ’16 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The

Next Generation guide.  

Andrew W. Monk ’16 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The Next

Generation guide.

John L. Stavinoha III ’16 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The

Next Generation guide.

Ashley Wilder ’16 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The Next

Generation guide.

Mariah Berry ’18 was named to the 2023 Lawdragon 500 X - The Next

Generation guide.  

Zimei Fan ’19 was Stinson LLP’s New York of�ce as a member of the

Energy, Environmental, Mining & Transportation Division.

Jill Applegate ’21 wrote an essay for the New York Times about marijuana

convictions and deportation.

Rodrigo Martinez ’22 was Bradley Arant Boult Cummings LLP as an

associate in its Corporate and Securities Practice Group.

Daniela de Souza ’22 was Kemp Smith as an associate in the �rm’s Public

and Environmental Law department in Austin.

Read Full Class Notes Entries

Submit a Class Note Update Your Contact Info

 

IN MEMORIAM
Ordered by class year, then by last name.

Adele Simpson '48

William Benners '51

Joseph Moore '52

James Robertson '53

Morris Hampton '55

Robert O'Conor '57

Richard Tinsman '57

Marshall Harrell '58

Jerome Rose '58

James Warren '58

Aubrey Fouts '59

Arthur Ungerman '59

Arvin Rhodes '60

George Willis '60

Robert A. Anderson '61

Charles Barnett '62

Floyd Guest '62

Eugene Matthews '62

Joe Clayton '63

Greg Martin '63

David Spoor '63

Clarence Chandler '64

Kenneth Joyce '65

Robert Forrester '66

Anne Gardner '66

William Price '68

Jamie Creech '69

Willard Johnson '70

Theodore Gorski '71

Charles Sandoval '71

Lawrence Sauer '71

Charles Bluntzer '72

Dennis Carnes '72

Hugh McCulley '72

David Watson '72

John Wooddell '72

William Dykes '73

Jeffrey Van Horn '73

Jess Williams '73

John Gidel '74

Jerry Spence '75

Kenneth Bennight '76

Ann Snell '76

Emmette Beauchamp '77

Kenneth Bergquist '77

Alan Meyers '77

Hollis Turnham '77

Douglas Collins '81

William Pargaman '81

Lisa Crane '82

Herlinda Rodriguez '83

Lee Wilson '84

Thad Dameris '86

Thomas Dunlap '87

Paul Buratto '13

Dustin Draper '14

Read In Memoriam Notes Make a Memorial Gift

 

Alumni News and Class Notes are compiled based on the information we

receive and edited for space. If you have professional news to share,

please submit a class note online.

Feedback? Email us at alumni@law.utexas.edu.

       


